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- want of abllity if the Cauſe would bear it; 


(1) 


ez Return you with Mr. Þergu- 
SL ſon's Book my hearty thanks 
for the Loan of it. I have read 
it, and find many things well 
ſaid in ir, And where I find 
"<anything otherwiſe, I impure it not to his 


but the Cauſeit ſelf in thoſe particular In- 
ſtances which I ſuſpe& him to be defe&ive 
in. For neither he nor any other, of what 
ability ſoever he be, canzas Solomon fayes, 
make that ſtreight which God hath made 
crooked, Eccies, 7. 13. And therefore the 

greaterthe parts be ofany man,who yer can- 
not make work of a Cauſe he undertakes, 
it doth but make me ſo much the more 
doubtfull of the goodneſs of that Cauſe, if 
it were any whit doubtfull to me before, 

T. will give you one inſtance of this na- 
ture out of Mr. Ferguſon's book, Chap. 2, 
Set 10, Where he aflerts that My. Sher- 
lock's Notion ( as he calls it ) of Juſtifica- 
tion,s ot any wajes maintainable but by per- 


>: "perting innumerable texts from their plain 
2" axd witurall Senſe $0 4 Metaphorick : and 
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that it is accompanied with this fatall unhap- 
pineſs of turning agreat part of the Bible into 
mere inſignificant and empty Metaphors. P, 
402. 403. And then repreſents Mr. Sher- 
fock*s notion thus. That we are only juſtifi- 


ed by believing and obeying the Goſpel of 


Chriſt. That the Sacrifice of Chriſt's death 
and the Righteouſneſs of his life have no other 
znfluence upon onr acceptance with God, but 
that to them we owe the Covenant of Grace : 
That is, God being well pleaſcd with the obe- 
dience of Chriſt's life aud the Sacrifice of his 
death, entered into a new Covenant with 
mankind, wherein he promiſeth pardon of Sin 
and eternal life tothoſe who believe and obey 
the Goſpel. So that the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt is not the formal cauſe of our Juſti- 
fication , but the Righteouſneſs of hu 


life and death is the eMeritorious Cauſe 


whereby we are declared Righteous and re- 
warded as Righteous perſons. The Covenant 
of Grace, which God for Chriſls ſake hath 
made, pardoning our paſs ſins and follies, and 
rewarding a ſincere though imperfet} Obedi- 
ence. The Goſpel by its great arguments and 
motive s and powerfull afſiſtances, forms our 
minds to the love and prattice of Holineſs , 
and ſo makes u« inherently righteous : = the 

race 
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Grace of the Goſpel accepts and rewaras that 
ſincere Obedience, which according to the Ri» 
gor and Severity of the Law could deſerve no 
reward, P. 404, 

Mr. Ferguſon having made this recital out 
of Mr. Sherlock's book, knew not how as it 
ſeems to wake good his charge there-from z 
unleſs Mr. S. wovld be fo kind as to grant 
what Mr. F, doth affirm, but Mr, S, him- 
ſelf no. where aſſerts. And therefore al- 
though he grants in P. 416, That in reſe- 
rencetothe mere demands of the Goſpel we 
may tn a proper ſenſe be ſaid to be juſtified; 
Tet he- ſaith that in reference to the Law, 
which is that alone which accuſeth us, we 
cannot 1n any pripriety of ſpeech be ſata to be 
juſtified, but that juſtification, whereſoever it 
recards our diſcharge from the accuſation of 
the Law, muſt be taken Metaphorically;, ( te 
meanes I ſuppoſe ) unleſs we are diſchar- 
ged from that accuſation by having the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt imputed to us. 
Whether this be true or no, I ſhall put to the 
Tryal afterwards. | 

But in che mean time, pray you conſider 
how little reaſon Mr. F. had to go about to 
charge Mr. S. with holding Juſtification in 


a Metaphorick ſenſe, unleſs he had firſt (hew- 
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ed us, that according to M.S's ſentiment of 
Juſtification before repreſented , he had 
made ſomthing elſe neceſlary ro it, than that. 
which is an anſwering of the demands of the 
Goſpel, which yet he hath not done that I 
can fee, But indeed M, F. is fs far from 
doing that, as that he hath done the quite 
contrary, as you cannot but perceive, when 
you compare Mr, F's conceſſion and Mr. 
S's notion touchingJuſtification togerher:for 
Mr. F. acknowledpeth, as I ſaid before, 
that in reference to the mere demands of the 
Goſpel we way in a proper ſenſe be ſaid to 
be Juſtified; and M. S. ſaith no more, as M. 
F. recites him, but that we are only Juſtifi- 
ed by believing and obeying the Goſpel. 
And if to believe and obey the Goſpel be 
not to anſwer the demands of the Goſpel 
and no more, Pray you get Mr, F. to tell 
us what is. Burif it be, then Mr. F. in- 
ſtead of waking good his charge againſt M. 
S. bath himſelf even fairly acquitted and 
diſcharged him from it, and might well have 
raken himſelf off here, and ſaved himſelf 
the labour of further proſecution. 

But however,though M. S. doth not, yet 
it ſeems Mr. F. doth hold,that we muſt be 
Juſtified,if Juſtified at all, by anſwering the 

: demands 
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demands of the Law as well, as of the Goſ- 
pel, although the Scipture tells us that he 
that abideth in the Dofrine of Chrift 
( which 1s the Goſpel ) he hath both the 
Father axd the Son. Rep. Jo. 9. And be- 
cauſe Mr. F. is of opinion that the demands 
of the Law muſt be anſwered or elſe we 
cannot be Juſtified, therefore he thinks Mr. 
$. ought to be fo too, which if he can 
perſwade him to- be, then he doubts nor, 
bur that he ſhall be able to make good his 
charge againſt him. 

And therefore to lay a foundation for a 
neceſſity ofa perfe& legal Righteouſneſs 
unto Juſtification, though not inherent in 
our ſelves, yet by derivation of it from our 
Saviour, in whom it was, he does in effec 
aſſert the Original Legal Covenant to re- 
main ſtil] in force, - notwithſtanding the 
eſtabliſhing with men the Evangelical : and 
that in order to our Juſtification, it is not 
enough to havean Evangelical Righreouſ- 
neſs to anſwer the demands of the Goſpel , 
but that we muſt alſo have a perfe& legal 
Righteouſneſs to anſwer the demands of 
the Law, though not in our felves bur, by 
derivation from another, as was faid be- 


fore, 
A 4 Whether 


(6) 
Whether this be not ſo, judge, I pray you, 


by his own words, comparing what he ſayes | 


in P. 4rr, and P. 414. which are theſe. 
Now as the introduction of the law of faith 
hath not abrogated the law of perfect obedi- 
ence, but this as well as that doth remain in 
force, eachof them requiring a conformity to 
its own demands: So ſuppoſing us to anſwer 
all that the Goſpel requires, yet the other law 
abiding uncantelled , ana we being all guilty 
of the violation of its terms, there lies accor- 
aingly a charge againſt us, from which by 
Fuſtification we are to be acquitted, þ. 414. 
And again p. 411. That ſecluding not only 
the righteouſneſs of Chriſt's life, but theſatiſe 
fattion of his death as the Matter, and the 
. imputation of it as the formal Cauſe of juſii- 
fication, it ſeems repugnant to the immutabi- 
lity and eſſentiall Holineſs of God, to juſtifie 
us upon an imperfet# obedience, the Law 
which requireth a perfel# remaining ſtill in 
force, and denouncing wrath in caſe of every 

failure, | 
By all which you will perceive, I ſup- 
poſe, that Mr. F. holds that the Law re- 
mains ſtill in force, requiring a perfect 
obedience unto juſtification, and for want 
chercof and in cafe ofevery failure, de- 
nounceth 
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nounceth wrath. And that therefore un- 
le, che ſatisfaction of Chriſt's death and ihe 
righteouſneſs of his life were forwally im- 
Puted tous, ( ze. ( as I ſuppoſe he meanes ) 
ſoas that we may be ſaid to have made ſatis- 
faction 1n and by him, and perfealy kept 
the Law in and by him by having his obedi- 
ence and farisfaftion imputed ro us ) it 
would be repugnant to the immutability 
and efſentiall Holineſs of God to juſtifie up- 
on an imperfe& Obedience: 

in which aſſertions of his there ſeem to 
me to be two grand miſtakes, beſides that 
of a forma] imputation he ſpeaks of . The 
firſt is in holding the law to te ſtill in force, 
not only in requiring obedience to it ſelf 
by way of Duty, which is true, but in re- 
quiring perfei7ion of Obedience as a Conder- 
720 of Juſtification, and in its Rzgor and fe- 
verity indenouncing wrath incaſe of every 
failure. Secondly, In that he holds, that 
though we ſhould znſwer all that the Goſ- 
pel requires both in reſped@ of a righteauſe 
neſs of inherent Grace, and of a perſonal 
ſincere obedience, yet we could not. be juſ- 
tified without the forwal imputation of a 
perfed legal righteouſneſs, as aforeſaid,and 
that theſe-cwo. are grand miſtakes indeed,[ 


ſhai! endeavor to demonſtrate to you, In 


(3) 
In oppoſition to the firſt of them, I con» 
ceive the Scripture will warrant me to af- 
firw, That God by founding 4 xew Cove- 
nant, a Covenant of Grace, with the world 
in his Son Jeſus Chriſt and his Mediatory 
undertaking, hath Reſe:nded or Superſe- 
ded the Rigour and feverity of the original 
Law in two things. Firſt as a legal perfeRi- 
on of obedience was by it required as the 
Condition of Juſtification and life: And Se- 
conaiy, as it did denounce wrath and Cone 
demnation in caſe of every failure. 

Although the original Law of nature, the 
moral Law be eternal and unchangeable 
In requiring obedience by way of Duty, 
yet it is not ſo in the foreſaid Rigour and 
ſeverity of its SanQtion. 

To eſtabliſh the Law again in this ſenſe 
after the Covenant of Promiſe is made, 
would be according to theApoſtle's reaſo- 
ning to make faith void, and the Promiſe of 
none effett. Rom. 4.14, Gal, 3.18. For 
the 0d and new terms of Juſtification can- 
not conſiſt rogether, withour the one eva- 
cuating the other, If by Grace {( ſaith the 
Apoſtle ) then 1s it no more of works : other- 
wiſe Grace would be wo more Grace, But if 
of works, then it is no more Grace ; other- 


wiſe 
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wiſe work is wo more, work, RO. 11.6, And 
again, whoſoever of you are juſtified by che law 
ye are fallen from Grace, Gal. 5.4. By the 
interpoſition of Chriſt we are rearemed 
from the SanGion or Curſe of the Law, 
which curſeth every one that continueth not 
in all things which it requireth, and that 
for this very end, that the bleſſing of Abra- 
ham { viz, of being Juſtified by fauh accor- 
ding to the terms of the new Covenant ) 
might come on the Gentiles through Jeſus 
Chriſt, Gal, 3. 13, 14. Intimaring, thae 
this bleſſing of the new Covenant could not 
have taken place, if the Curſe of the old 
had (ti1l remained. 

When St. Paul ſaith, that the Miniſiration 
of Death written & engraven in ſtones is done 
away (2 Cor.3,7. Compared with v.11.) 
Pray you what of this was done away by the 
IntroduGton of theEvangelical miniſtration, 
if not theRzgour of theConadition of eſcaping 
theCurſe of it? For from that it is that it 1s 
denominated the Miniſtration of Death and 
Condemnation, and it is dbne away as ſuch 
a Miniitration. For otherwiſe the Law en- 
graven in ſtones,asitisa Ruleof and obliga» 
tion to Duty , is not doneaway< In this 
ſenſe indeed Chriſt ard not come to deſtroy the 
Law, Mar, 5.17. ” - nd 


(19) ts 
This benefit by Chriſt in God's making 
anew Covenant and granting new terms, up- 
on account of his undertaking, is not limi- 
ted to ſome men only, but extended to ail, 
In this ſenſe Chriſt died for all men without 
Exception. And it 1s not. ualikely , but 
that one reaſon at leaſt, rhy God in his wiſ- 
dome and gocdnefs thought it meet to 
vouchſafe unto the whole race of Adam 
theſenew and gracious terms of recovery 
after the fall, whenno ſuch thing is granted 
the lapted Angels, was this, becauſe the 
Condemnation, into which the Angels fel], 
was by their own perſonal aGuall rebellion 
without Tempration from another ; where- 
as the Condemnation, into which all the 
poſterity of Aaam fel}, proceeded originally 
from his and his wives tranſpreſſion, ( and 
that from the temptation of the Devil Jand 
not fromthe perſonal ad of their* Progeny, 
And that the benefic of freeing men from 
the Rigorous Sandton of the Law by the 
active and paſſive obedience of Chriſt, in 
which the new Covenant 1s founded, is as 
extenſive, as ever the effed& of Adam's diſ- 
obedience was in fubjeaing all men to con- - 
demnation according to the Rigorous terms 
of the Law, is I cancerve plainly aſſerted 


3 
by the Apoſtle, when he ſaich inRom.s.18- 
as by the Offence of One Fudgement came up. 
on all men to Condemnation: even ſo by the 
Righteouſneſs of One the free gift came up- 
on all men unto Fuſtifcation of life, By the 
free gift, which comes by the Righteouſnes 
of Chriſt upon all men unto Juſtification of 
life, I underſtand the New Covenant, For 
this free gift can neither be the righteoul- 
neſs of the One here ſpoken of, but that 
which is procured by it, Nor yet juſti- 
fication it ſelf, for that is the effe@ of ir. So 
that we cannot in reaſun underſtand it 
otherwiſe than of ſome middle thirg, and 
that in all probability can be none other 
than the Grace contained in the New Cove- 
nant, which Covenant God by a moſt pra- 
cious graunt and free gift hath vouchſafed 
to all men for the Righteouſneſs ſake of 
Chriſt here ſpoken of, in which remiſſion 
of Sin and eternal life are promiſed upcn 
condition of faith. And this exacly agrees 
with what the ſame Apoſtle ſaith Fph. 2.8. 
when he ſaith that by Grace we are ſaved 
through faith, and that nit of our ſelves, it is 
the gift of God : that is, it is the Grace 
and pift of God, that now we may be ſa- 
yed by faith; a fayour whick the Law ne- 
ver 


G8 
ver afforded ; for the Law 7s not of faith, 
but the man that doth them ſhall live in them. 
And when the Apoſtle faith this free gifc 
came upon all men unto juſtification. of 
life, we are not to underſtand it, I con- 
ceive, as if Juſtification in af came upon 
all men univerſally by the righteouſneſs -of 
Chriſt and this free gift, but that for the 
ſake of the one and in the other, ſuch 
gracious #erms are granted and offered ro 
all men without exception, as by which 
they may attain unto juſtification of life 
aftually, if they donot wilfully negled? and 
ejet# thew. And leſs than this I fee not 
how the Apoſtle's words can ſignifie, if you 
conſider the nature of the Compariſon he 
makes berween the effects of the firſt Adam's 
diſobedience and the ſecond Adam's obedi- 
ence in reference unto all men without ex- 
ception ofany. As by the diſobedience of 
the former all men were brought under an 
ucter incapacity of being juſtified and ſa» 
ved ſo long as the original Covenant in the 
Rigour of its SanRion remained in force, S9 
by the obedience of the laiter all men are 
put intoa capacity of being juſtified and ia- 
ved by vertue of new terms in the new Co- 


venant, which are obtained thereby, _ 
y 


(13) 
* by which the old terms are Cancelicd or 
Superſeded, | 
Theſe things being ſo, I Jeave you to 
judge whether there beany need of or any 
occaſion for ſuch a formal imputation of 
Chriſt's righteouſneſs unto our juſtification 
to anſwer the Law in its demands of perſect 
legal obedience as a condition of it, and the 
accuſations thereof for want of it, as Mr. 
F. contends for and Mr. S. oppoſeth For 
this dewand and this accuſation was taken 
off ſo ſoon as the new Covenant founded by 
God in Chriſt's active and paſſive oÞtdi- 
ence took place. And this benefic of ha- 
ving new terms of lite granted, which ac- 
crues to the world by Chriſt's Mediatory 
undertaking,does not at all depend upon 
our believing inChriſt,but is abſolutely free, 
- and that wherein he hath been aforchand 
with us and with all men which have been 
born into the world fince the Covenant of 
Grace did firſt commence, and remains 
made good to them whether they beleive it 
Or no. So that from thence forth no man 
ſhall be condenmed for want of a perfeG@le- 
gal Righteouſneſs, but only for want of an 
Evangelical righteouſneſs, 
And becauſe this is a matter of weight, 
q I 


(14) 
I -will add yet ſomthing further to prove, 
that this new Covenant, by which the terms 
of the old are cancel'd, 1s made and eſta- 
bliſhr in Chriſt, noc only with ſome part of 
wankind, viz. Such as ſha!l be ſaved, as 
ſome would reſtrain it ( who think it in 
the nature of it abſolute and not condito- 
na}, nonot 1n reference to -particular per- 
ſons, which yet it muſt needs be, if wade 
to all, unleſs all were eventually to be ſa- 
ved) but it's made with all men univerſally. 
And ro this purpoſe I pray you confider 
the declaration of God's grace and favour 
to all mankind in thoſe words of his to 
Abraham Iſaac and Jacob, mentioned no 
leſs than five times inthe book vf Geneſis, 
vis. In thee and in tby Seed ſhall all families, 
all Nations of the earth be bleſſed. Chap. 1 2; 
3.and 18. 18S and 22. 18,and 26. 4. and 
28. 14, By which the unbelieving Jews 
indeed underſtood, that in time all Nations 
ſhould become proſelytes to Judaifin, and 
their Nation become the head of all Nati- 
ons, and the Mefſias a glorious viſible head 
over them, But in oppoſition hereto and- 
to their expeQations of Juſtification - by 
the Law, St. Paul interprets it to be meant 
of the Covenant of Grace eſtabliſhed in 
| | Chriſt 
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Chriſt with all Nations and Families of the - 
Earth,who are allſo far bleſſed hereby,as to © 
have new-terms of Salvation pranted them, 
Gal. 3.For , whereas they underſtood by 
ſeed the whole poſterity of Abraham in Ja- 
cob*sline.as if all Nations ſhould be bleſſedin 
them; St. Paul reſtrains it only to Chriſt, 
as all Nations were to be bleſt in him, as 
head of the Covenant werſ. 16. He ſaith 
mot unto Seeds as of mauy, but as of one, aud 
- #0 thy Seed which is Chriſt. And then that 
the bleſſing promiſed to all Nations in this 
Seed was the Covenant, appeares by the 
next words in wverſ, 17, Andthis Ifay, that 
the Covenant, which was confirmed before of 
God in Chriſt, the Law which was 4.30 years 
after cannot diſanull, that it ſhould make the 
promiſe of none effeff, This Covenant we 
ſee was then confirmed of God in Chriſt, not 
then firſt 9zade, for it was extant in the 
world before. And to the ſame ſenſe St. 
Paul had ſaid before in verſ.8. The Scrip< 
tures, foreſeeing that God would juſtifie the 
heathen through Faith, preached before the 
Goſpel unto. Abraham, ſaying, in thee ſhall all 
Nations be bleſſed. And when he faith, that 
God in thoſe words preached the Goſpel un» 
_ to Abraham, it is all one as to have ſaid he 
B declared 
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declared to him the Covenant, for Goſpel 
here and Covenant ia verſ. 17. are two 
w-ds indeed, but ſignifie the ſame thing, 
as jrequentiv they doeiſewhere. And Se. 
Peer :xprefly calls that promiſe ro Abra- 
ham che Covenant, Ads 3.:5, And be- 
fides St, Pau! declares what the nature and 
ſubſtance of tha: Covenant or Goſpel was, 
which is extended io ail Nations in that 
promiſe, and thar, he ſayes, was, that God 
would juſtifie the heathen through Faith ; 
which iz a breif deſcription of the Coves- 
nant of Grace. Theſe things then being ſo, 
that God hath eſtabliſhed a new Covenant 
with all men, and thereby cancelled the 
Rigorous Sandton of the Primitive Law, as 
that required perfe ion of Obedience as the 
Condition of Juſtification, I now leave you 
ro. judge whether Mr. F. doth not build the 
neceſſity of the imputation of Chriſt's Righ- 


_ reouſneſs unto Juſtification in the ſenſe he 


aſſerts it neceſſary, upon an imaginary foun- 
dationand groundleſs Suppoſition, and if 
he do, that foundation being removed, that 
which he b!ilds th-reen muſt needs fall. 
Having I hope, Sir, by this time tfatisfied 
301, and cleariy evinced, that I have not 
Witi.oat cauſe charged Mr, F. with the for- 
mer 
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mer of the two grand miſtakes above men« 
tioned, I ſhall now proceed to endeavour 
todo the like touching the Second, which 
Second, as you may remember, was in that 
he holds that although weſhould anſwer af 

that the Goſpel requires, both in reſpe& of 
a righteouſnes of #zherent Grace, and of 
perſonal ſincere obedience, yet we could not 
be juſtified withour ſucha perfet# rightes 
ouſneſs imputed to us, and derived upon 
us, as would adequately anſwer the dee 
mands and accuſations of the Law. That 
thus he holds is evident by what be ſayes 
inp., 414+ andinother paſſages in the ſame 
Seaion. | | 
I ſhall not need here to do apain what [ 
have donealready, that 1s ; to prove the 
non-neceſſity of the imputation of ſuch a 
righteouſneſs unto us for our Juſtification , 
as every way anſwers the demands of the 
Law, as cenſidered in its originall Rigour 
and ſeverity. That which remains for me to 
do, is to demonſtrate to you, that M. Fey- 
guſon is under a miſtake in denying that our 
anſwering all that the Goſpel requires in 4 
righteouſneſs both of inherent Grace and 
erſonal ſinccre obedience, isa vailable to 
Juſtification, without the imputation of 
"00 Chriſt 


Chriſt's righteouſneſs in Mr, F*'s ſenſe, and 
withall to ſheyy that we are ſaid in a pro- 
per ſenſe to be juſtified by believing and 
obeying the Goſpel ; and that Mr. F. had 
neither ground nor fair pretence to charge 
Mr. S's ſentiment of being juſtified by be- 
lieving and obeying the Goſpe], with any 
ſuch abſurdity or inconvenience, as that 
it is not maintainable without perverting 
innumerable texts from their plain and na- 
tural ſenſe toa Metaphorick, 

Oaly let me premiſe this, that it would 
alwayes be remembred, that whatever be- 
nefits do accrue to us by vertne of the new 
Covenant, are owing unto Chriſt and tru- 
ly attributable unto him, in whom, for 
whoſe ſake, and upon account of whoſe un- 
dertaking the Covenant it ſelf, and all the 
benefits of 1t are vouchſafed unto men. And 
accordingly this Covenant in Scripture is 
faid tobe confirmed of God in Chriſt, Gal. 


3- 17, tobe the xew-Teſtament in his blood, 


Mat. 26. 28. and his blood tobe zthe blood 
of the everlaſting Covenant, Heb. 13. 20, 
And he himſelf given for « Covenant of the 
People, 1. 42.6. and all the promiſes of 
God are in him yea, and in bm amen. 
2. Cor. 1. 22. What eyer then depends 
- upou 


(19) 


| upon this Covenant, depends upon Chrift, - 


and accordingly the benefits promiſed in it, 


/ Remiſſion of fin, and eternal life are in 
| Scripture aſcribed unto him. And although 


Faith, as comprehending repentance and 
ſincere obedience, be imputed for righte= 
ouſheſs, yet it is not for its own ſake that 
it is ſo, but for Chriſt's ſake, and all by 
yertue of the divine will which hath of mere 
Grace and favour appointed that ſo it ſhall 
be. | 

This being premiſed, I proceed now te 
ſhew, that we are juſtified by God upon 
our believing and obeying the Goſpel, and 
that in a proper ſenſe, and that our þelie- 
ving and obeying the Goſpel is our Evan- 
gelical righteouſneſs;upon the taking place 
whereof in men, Ggd accounts,and by the 
doEGrine in the Scriptures declares them 
Juſt, and deals with them accordingly, 
which is his juſtifying of them, 

To this end let it be conſidered, that this 
Covenant,as founded by God in the righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt's life, and Sacrifice of 
his death, doth confiſt of two parts, of 
Conditions required by God, and to be 
performed by men ; and of promiſe of be» 
nefits made by God and to be performed 
: | B 3 by 


III PA "9 MPs 


_ 
ee en re me pe rr i CE I —R OBI ah. 


+ 19%. "RIO EO IF IABEY 2 EA AO tm PR rt 9 


— --—— 


© 20-82 $69 wh 1 py puree _ ow 
<0"-v os TOA Me I PEE GOA ns 1m 9s TWABGINIES » >. iow ALOE IPD. <1 + 
__—_ WAGs CE Anat" s 
7 P 


CE TS _—— oy wo" a -_— — pn. 
CRE 9 > - 
0 - 


IEF DOIOY UT 2 BOB» LE AR 


C 20 ) 
by him, but to be received and enjoyed by 
men. The Condition, upon which promiſe 
of benefits is made by God, 1s that which 
Mr. S, rightly calls a believing and obeying 
the Goſpel. And the bezefits promiſed 
upon the aforeſaid condition, Mr. S. truly 
faith are pardon of Sin and eternal life. That 
ſuch promiſes are made and upon ſuch con- 
ditions, appears every where in Scripture, 
where things of this nature are ſpoken of, 
as every one knows, that knows the Scrip- 


 eure: and Mr. F. himſelf ſtands declared 


no enemy to the Dodrine of the conditio- 
nality of the promiſes. 
Things then being thus ſetled between 


_ Godandall men in this Covenant, the ens 


quiry upon every man's tryall will be, whe- 
ther he hath performed the condition re- 
quired on his part in believing, repenting, 
and ſincerely obeying. If it be found that 


he hath, he is thereupon as truly and in a 


proper Senſe juſtified, that is accounted 
and by the Goſpel declared and pronoun- 
ced Evangelically juſt and righteous, 5. e. 
in the ſenſe of this Evangelicall Law, as he 
would have been in the ſenſe of the Original 


Law, incaſe he had obſeryed the terms of 


that, 
= And 
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And had I been to have written to Mr 
F. I would have enquired of him, which of 
theſe things now mentioned he would or 
could deny , being all ſo perfe&ly agree- 
able, as they are, to the tenour and very 
letter of the Scripture Will he, or can 
he deny belief in the Gofpel, and obedi> 
ence to it to be the Condition, upon which 
God in the Goſpel or new Covenant hath 
promiſed pardon of Sin and eternal life ? 
or, which 1s the ſame, that he hath promi- 
ſed theſe benefits to ſuch and to no other ? 

This I take for granted he will not 
deny, 

Next I would demand whether Faith, 
Repentance and fiacere obdience, be not 
all that is required of men themſelves by 
God in the Goſpel to make them Evangeli- 
cally righteous, and capable of the ſaving 
benefits promiſed in the Goſpe! ? If they 
beC and TI believe Mr. F. will not deny 
them to be ſo, from one of his own aſlerti- 
ons Pp. 414. ) thenl further query, whe- 
ther theſe do not denominate a manEvange- 
lically righteous,or righteous in the goſpel 
ſenſe, as well as the doirg all that the Law 
required would have denominated a man 
legally righteous, or righteous in the ſenſe 
of theLaw ? B 4 And 


And further whether men from thofe 
qualifications aforeſaid, are not in Scrip- 
ture ſo denominated ® As for inſtance, 
Faith, which is,as I have ſaid, comprehen- 
ſive of repentance and ſincere obedience 
when ſaveing, this,as the Scripture tells us 
 expreſly, was counted to Abraham for righ- 
feouſneſs, Rom. 4. 3. Gal. 3.6. And we 
are old alſo ; that the Scripture, ſpeaking 
of this in reference to Abraham, was not 
written for his ſake only, but for us alſo to 
whom it ſhall be imputed if we believe owhim, 
who raiſed up Jeſus our Lord from the dead. 
yerſ. 23. 24. 

And then for Evangelical or ſincere obe- 
_ dience, that comes in alſo for a ſhare in de- 
nowinating a man righteous, in a goſpel 
ſenſe: He that aoth righteonſne(s is righte- 
ous, ſaith St. Fohx,1 Ep. 3.7. and heſpeaks 


it of thar righteouſneſs which men them- 


ſelves do ina conrſe of fincere obedience, 
and not of the righteouſneſs of another im- 
pured to ther, Is the righteouſneſs which 
he hath done ſhall he live ſaith the Phophet , 
ſpeaking ofa man that ſhall turn from all 
\ the fins which he hath committed, and ſhall 

' obſerve all God's Statutes ,. and do all that 
which is lewfull and right, Ezek. 18, 22, If 
| | : then 
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then Faith , Repentance and fincere obe- 


dience, beall that the goſpel requires to. 


denominate a man righteous in a'goſpel ſenſe, 

and to make him capable of the promiſed 
benefits, Then allthoſe in whom theſe are 
found, are by God in the Goſpel declared 
and pronounced righteous men 3 which 
Declaration is their Juſtification: For 
what is done in this kind by the goſ- 
pel.on Earth, is done alfo by God in 
Heaven. 

No man ſure that underſtands and confi- 
ders what he ſaith, will deny this to be 
Juſtification in a proper ſenſe, nor aſſert ir 
not maintainable without perverting. the 
ſcriptures from their plainand natural mea- 
ning'toa Mezaphorick ſenſe, whereas its moſt 
evident, it ſtands back'r with the Scrip- 
tures,underſtood in their Plain proper and 
genuine ſenſe, 

But becauſe My. Ferguſon was ſomwhat 
ſenſible, that he could not duly infer any 
thing from eMr. S's own words, touching 
his apprehenſjons about Juſtification, bur 
what was agreeable tothe Notion of juſtf= 
fication ina proper ſenſe, in reference to 
the demands of the goſpel, as you may pet» 
ceive by what he ſaith towards the begin- 

ning 


(024) 
ning of the page 416. And becauſe he 
had agreat mind to faſten ſomthing by way 
of retortion upon My. 8's Notion of Juſ- 
tification, as if it had not been maintain- 
able to be Juſtification properly ſo called, 
without wreſting the Scriptures from their: 
Plain and proper ſenſe, ( which was the 
the thing My. S. charged on them, whoſe 
opinion My. F. undertakes to defend ; ) 
therefore eMyr. F. inſinuates to his Reader 
that My. $'s Notion doth imply C unleſs 
he will allow that we are Juſtified . by be- 
ing made righteous by the perfe& Righte- 
ouſneſs of Chriſt imputed tous, ) ſuch a 
Juſtification, as cannot be properly ſo cal- 
led nor maintained to be ſuch, without 
perverting the Scriptures from their plain 
and proper ſenſe, to that which is but fo 
Metaphorically, And to this end he takes 
it for granted that Juſtification in Mr. S's 
Notion of it, contains in it yem?!ſion of 
Sizs; and then argues that remiſſion of 
Sin is not Juſtification in a proper ſenſe , 
and conſequently that eMyr. $'s Notion 
of juſtification cannot be made good from 
the Scriptures, without underſtanding them 
In an improper ſenſe. 

But if Myr, F. would haye done this de- 
ſigned - 
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figned buſineſs indeed againſt eMy. S. he 


ſhould have done one of theſe two things, 
which yet he hath not done. Either firſt 


Z ſhewed that eMr. S. hath defined juſtifi- 


She = b 


_ 


1 cation by pardon of fin, or Secondly, that 
3 according to his Notion of it, it muſt be ſo 
; defined z neither of which he hath done 


that I finde. And therefore he doth but beat 
the air, while he would have his Reader 
think he is beating My. S. 

That pardon of fin is promiſed in the 
Covenant of Grace to thoſe that believe 
and obey the Goſpel, My, S. doth indeed 
aſſert,and that according to the Scriptures : 
and this pardon, when vouchſafed , doth 
diſcharge us from whatever lay againſt us , 
either from Law or Goſpel, and is called 
in Scripture a not mentioning our fins unto 
us, Ezek. 33. 16. the remembring them 
no more, Heb, 106, 17. a not imputing of 
them, Rom. 4.8. 2. Gor. 5. 19. but then 
theſe are two diſtin& things, to jultifie a 
perſon againſt an accuſation of not belie- 
ving and obeying the Goſpel, and the con- 
ferring upon him the benefits promiſed to 
thoſe that have. If they be not different, 
but one and the ſame thing, then the giv- 
ing of eternal lifeit ſelf, is an afſentiall _ 
| OM | ſh 
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neſs of our ſins, for that as well as the for- 
giveneſs of ſins 1s promiſed to thoſe who 
believe and obey the Goſpel. And I 


= 


of our juſtifieation as well as the forgive 


thinkno man yet ever aſſerted, that the ' 


giving of eternal life was juſtification it 
ſelf, but a benefit promiſed to thoſe who 


are juſtified, according to St, Paul, Row. 


8. 30. Whom he Tuſtified, them he alſo 
glorified : Juſtification is God's inputing 
righteouſneſs to men, or their faith to them 


for righteouſneſs: and thus Abraham was | 


juſtified by having his faith imputed to 
him for righteouſneſs. But pardon of ſin 
is his ot imputing to them thelr Treſpaſſes : 
and I muſt needs ſay, I cannot apprehend 
how the imputation of faith for righteouſ- 
neſs, and the non-imputation of ſin can be 
all one. 

God in juſtifiing men , avoucheth and 
pronounceth them to be ſuch as to whome he 
hath promiſed pardon, that is true belie- 
vers, ſuch as have performed the conditi- 
on of the promiſe. But then the counting 
of this performance of the condition for 
righteouſneſs unto them is one thing, and 
the conferring on them the benefit promi- 


ſed en that condition is another, as I me 
| I 
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If God had promiſed pardon only upon 
account of what Chriſt hath done and ſuffe- 
red for Sinners, without any condition to 
be performed on their part, then they 


| would have had title to pardon without 


the juſtification I ſpeak of : But ſince it is 


; otherwiſe , a man's title to pardon is not 
cleared without being juſtified in order 


thereto, as 4 performer of the condits- 


LA 
Moreover the clearing the equity of - 


! God's proceeding in pardoning ſome, and 


not other ſome, depends upon this, v2. 
That he can juſtifie one ſort to be ſuch as 
have repented, and performed the condi- 
tion 0n which he promiſed pardon ; where- 
as he cannot do ſo concerning the other. 
Ezek. 18. And whenT conſider this, I 
cannot ſee, but that we have as much reaſon 
to think it meet and neceflary, that there 
ſhould be ſuch a difference between juſti- 
fication and pardon as hath been intimated, 
as there 1s to believe, that its fit and neceſ- 
fary,that the reaſonand equity of god'spro- 
ceedings ſhould be cleared before Angels 
and men, in pardoning ſome ard not oth- 
ers. And ifthis be found agreeable to rea- 
ſon, then you have an eyidence from the 
| - reaſon 


reaſon and nature ofthe thing why it ſhould 


be ſo, as well as from the Scriptures to} 


ſhew that it is ſo, 

Yet its very truealſo, that there is ſo 
very cloſe and inſeparable a connexion | 
between Juſtification and Remiſſion of Sin, ? 
as that the Scripture ( which does not al- | 
wayes nicely difference things which yet ; 
are diſtinguiſhable , but ſometimes terms 
things by the ſame name, which differ only ; 
but in ſome reſpeR, and ſometimes denotes | 
things of the ſame nature, by different 
phraſes and forms of ſpeech, ) I ſay the 
connexion between Juſtification and Re- 
miſſion is ſo cloſe and inſeparable, as that 
the Scripture ſometimes ſpeakes of them 
promiſcuouſly, ſcarcely leaving any diffe. 
reace to be diſcerned between them 2: 
which I conceive hath led ſo many to place 
Juſtification in Remiſſion of Sin, as are of 
that Judgement, 

Such is Row. 4.6, 7. for one, where 
the bleſſedneſs of the man, to whom God im- 
 puteth Righteouſneſs without works, 35 thus 
deſcribed by David, as St, Paul ſaith, re- 


citing his words, ſaying, : Bleſſed are they | 


whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and whoſe fins 


; 


are covered, Where you will hardly per- 
celye 
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ceive any difference made between the 
imputationof Righteouſnes, anc forgive= 
neſs of Sins, unieſs we diitinguiſh bet::cen 
righteouſneſs imputed, and the bleiſecneſs 
of haveirg fin pardoned as confecuent 
upon it ; which I think may very well be 
done. For the Apoſtic doth nor ſay, that 
David deſcribes the Fuſ{ification of the wan 
to whom God imputerh righteouſneſs 
withont works, when he ſaith, Blefſed are 
they whoſe iniquities are forgivenz bur 
the bleſſedneſs of ſuch a perſcn who is ſo 
juſtified, or to whom righteouſneſs 15 1m- 
puted, Which bleſſedneſs he placeth in 
the forgiveneſs of fins, and being reſtored 
to the Divine favour, So that rheſe words 
of David, as I ſaid, are note deſcription of 
Juſtification, kur of the bleſſeansſ a man 
comes to be poſſeſied of by Leing |: o'/tified, 
The reaſon and defign of the Apoſtle in re- 
citing theſe words of David, I ſhail ſhew 
afterwards. 

Apain, As 13.39.15 another ſuch Scrip- 
ture, where ir's ſaid, that by him all that be- 
lieve are juſtified from all things, from which 
they could not be juſtified by the Law of Mo- 
ſes. Where to be juſtified, and to be de- 


livered from the deſert of fin, ſeem to be 
| | the 
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the ſame: Unleſs you will diſtinguiſh {( as 
well. you may ) between that from which 
we are delivered, to wit, the obligation 
to Puniſhment, and that by meanes whereof 
we come ſo to bedelivered, to wit,our be- 
ing juſtified': and then to be juſtified from 
thoſe things, ſignifies no more here , than 
by juſtification to come to be pardoned 
and ſo delivered from condemnation. 

But if you will underſtand Juſtification 
ina large ſenſe, as comprehending and ta- 
kidg in with it: its effe&s, ( in which ſenſe 
faith ic ſelfe isoft to be underſtood, ) then 
indeed it includes pardon of fin: and then 
in this ſenſe to be pardoned is to be juſti- 
fied, and to be juſtified is to be pardoned, 
In which ſenſe or reſpe& it may be it is,that 
wany renowned both Perſons and Church- 
es, have wade little or no difference be- 
tween Juſtification and remiſſion of fin, 

And now, Sr, if what I have ſuggeſted 
have any weight in it, ( which I ſubmit to 
tryal ) then you way ſee, thar there is a Juſ- 
tification of believers properly ſo called ; 
Plainly and without figure aſſerted in Scrip- 
rure, and yet not conſiſting in that impu- 
ration of Righteouſneſs neither, which 
Mr. F. ſo much contends for; nor yet in 
: Remiſſion 


WES 
Remiſſion of Sin neither, the neceſſity .of 
which he would inferr in caſe the other be 
denyed ; but in the imputation of that be- 


" | lievingandobeying the Goſpel for Righ- 


? reouſneſs, to which Mr. $. ſaith, pardon is 
? promiſed; And if ſo, then Mr, F. hath on-_ 
ly ſhewed us what he had a mind to do, but 
not at all performed what he undertook. 
But when Mr. F. afſeris, That upleſs we 
are juſtified by the Imputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs in his ſenſe of Imputation ; 
we cannot be ſaid to be juſtified properly ; 
but only to be pardoned, and that to be par- 
doned is not tobe juftified properly. he pro; 

ceeds therein upona miſtaken ground, an 
confounds the terms and conditions of the 
original Law and Goſpel Covenant toge- 
ther. For he ſyppoſeth, that in order co 
our Juſtification in a proper ſenſe, we mult 
one way or other have ſuch a Righteou(- 
neſs as will anſwer the demands of the Law 
in point of perfe& obedience; and of the 
Goſpel. otherwiſe, and which will juſtifie 
us again(t all accuſations to the contrary, 
And that therefore we having no ſuch Righ- 
teouſneſs of our own, -we cannot be juſtift-. 
ed but by having the Righteouſneſs . of 
Chriſt wade ours by Imputation , that ve 
.C may 
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may therewith anſwer the demands and ac- 
cuſations of the Law, Or in caſe we 
ſhould not be juſtified by the Impuration 
of the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt ro anſwer 
the demands of the Law, yet that then we 
muſt be juſtified by being pardoned, and 
Pardon is not Juſtification properly fo 
called, 

But while he argues at this rate, he 0- 
verlooks what God hath done. to ſuper- 
ſede and relax the rigorous terms of the 
Primitive Law, by a new Law of Grace 
eſtabliſhed in Chriſt with all Mankind,and 
according to which he wiil now proceed 
with us, and not according to the rigorous 
demands of the primitive Law. By rea- 
ſon of this, to wit, God's relaxing the old 
apd introducing new terms of Juſification 
and Life, it follows, that neither a perfec& 
Legal Righteouſneſs is now neceſſary to 
Juſtification, nor yet that Juſtification muſt 
conſiſt only in pardon of Sin, though we 
have no ſuch Righteouſneſs inherent or im- 
puted (in. Mr. F's. ſenſe of Impuration ) 
as wi'l anſwer the demands of the Law in 
point of perfection. 

Such a Righreouſneſs is not now weceſſary 
to Juſtification, Firſt , becauſe that 

| which 
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which once made it neceſſary to that end, 


is now relaxed by a new Law : this I have 


ſhewed before *, 
Secondly, becauſe 
by this new Law 
the Righteouſneſs, 
which conſiſteth in 
a penetential rege- 
nerating obedienti- 
al Faith, is wade 
the condition upon. 
which Pardon and 
Life are promiſed : 
And becauſe like- 
wife the perform- 
ance of this Condi- 
tion is by God 
counted to us for 
Righteouſneſs, like 


asSa fulfil'ing of the 


Legal Condition 
would have been 
counted our Legal 
Righteouſneſ., had 
ve never {inned, 


* Thu new Law doth i566 
relax the duty die by the old, 
but alter the conditton on which 
the divine favcur was at firſt 
enjoyable, and bath now made 
ſincere ctedience to it and to 
the Goſpel, the condition of it 
inſiead of finleſs perf-Fion 7 
And it grants pardon of all paſt 
offences againſt both,to ſuch as 
are juSlifted againſt the accu- 
ſation of net having performed 
the Condition, and of all afsire 
offences alſo,that are ccnſtſi ent 
with godly ſincerity: By reaſon 
whereof an anſwering the 
old demands of the Law, abſo- 
lute pe: feftion, is not now ne- 
ecfſary to juſtift cation, n:ither 
a5 inherent in us, nor 05 1MFu* 
ted to 15, otherwiſe than as 
ChriST's per fe rightecuſneſs #s 
i-:put:d tows inthe fiui'sand 
benefits of itywhich 5 quite an- 
other thirg than the in putation 
of biz righte-uſneſs it ſelf to 
us ; differing 5 much ate 
i &s of his mediation d,ff-r 
from the benefits receiv. 4 


therety, 


Although the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt's 
Adtive and Paſſive Obedience, is that 
Righteouſneſs by which the Covenant it 


LAY ſelf, - 


ſelf, and the benefits of it, were conditj- 
onally obtained for us, and granted to us : 
And although it is of God's mercy, and þy 
vertue of Chriit's Merits, and the Promiſe 
and Ordination of. God, that we come to 
have any title to Pardon and Life, when we 
have performed the Condition, and not by 
vertue of any merit or deſert in the per- 
forwance it ſelf; yet this Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt does not entitle us to Pardon and 
Life,unti! we have performed the Conditi- 
ON ON Our part required thereto, which is 
ſuch a believing as aforeſaid. And in the 
laſt iſſue weare accounted by God Righ- 
reous or Unrighteous, according as we 
have, or have not perfornyd the Condi- 
tion, 

Ged's deſign towards us is to reſtore us 
to happineſs, and in order thereto to re- 
coverand bring again into ourNature thoſe 
V=<rtues in which our likeneſs to God at farſt 
Gid confiſt 3 by the loſs of which we be- 
ca!16 milerable, and without a recovery of 
which we cannot be happy. Andas moſt 
ſvitable rothis deſign, Gd hath made ſuch 
a Faith the Condition of Pardon and Life, 
as by which the renovation of our Nature 
is gragually wrought, and without which 

; we 
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we have no ground to expe thoſe benefits, 
how deſirable ſoever they are co us, and | 
notwithſtanding all that Chriſt hath done 
and ſuffered ro obtain them for us. 

To ſappoſe that God accounts us Righ- 
teous, and ſo confers a title to Pardon and 


. Life, only by the Righteouſneſs of Chritt 


imputed, without reſpe@ to our being re- 
newed 1n the Spirit of our minds, and fan- 
Gified by Faith, is to ſuppoſe him aGing 
diſagreably to his awn defipa and merhod 
of Grace in recovering us from our undone 
condition, To think we are made Righte- 
aus only by what our Saviour hath done 
without us, without being renewed by a 
work of Faith withinus: To ſuppoſe we 
are by the Imputation of Chriſt's Righte- 
ouſneſs delivered from the danger of the 
Hell without us, without being ar all freed 
from the Hell within us, which confiits in 

unnatural Luſts, and the uneaſie effes_of 
them: To imagine that God ſhould reſtore 
us toa participation of the priviledges of 
his Children by the {mputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs, without reſtoring us ar all 
ro a participation in the Divine and New 
Nature of his Children, is abſurd,and thar 
which is oppoſed by the conſtant tenovr of 
C 3 Divine 
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Divine Do&rine in the holy Scriptures : 


And yet theſe are but the natural confe-- 


quences of the DoGrine of being juſtified 
by the imputation of Chriſt's Righteouſ- 
neſs alone, and of being juſtified by Faith 
alone as abſtrafted from it's effe&_ of renews 
ingus. Andit either of theſe Dofrines 
were rue, we might havean immediate ti- 
tle to Pardon and Salvation without Re- 
pen:ance, and without being born again ; 
unleſs we will ſuppoſe that Juſtification 
does not immediately entitle us-to theſe ; 
which to ſuppoſe is as abſurd as any of the 
reſt : For what, I pray you, would ſucha 
Juſtification figniſie ? 

And then as concerning the other thing, 
vis. That if we have not by the Imputation 
of Chriſt's perfece Righteouſneſs, a Righ- 
teouſneſs ro anſwer rhe demands of the 
Law, that then, as Mr, 'F, infers, we can 
have no Juſtification Þut whac confits in 
the remiſſion of Sins; I anſwer : Thar for 
the ſame reaſon that weare accounted Righ- 
teQus upon our performing the Condition 
of ths promiſe, pardon cannot be our Ju- 
ſtiication , but a benefit conſequent upon 
it, | 

Forif G:4's owning or avouching the 
__ Convition 
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| Condition to be performed on our part (as 


he does when it is performed) on which he 
hath promiſed Pardon and Salvation, be his 
juſtifying of us, or his accounting us righ- 
reous according to the tenour of the Cove- 
nant of Grace, as indeed it is ; then Par- 
don is not our Juſtification it ſelf, but one of 
the benefits unto which our Juſtification by | 
vertue of the New Covenant doth entitle us: 
for the one is promiſed but on condition 
of the other. And as the thing promiſed, 
and the Condition on which it is promiſed, 
arenot the ſame, ſo neither is the reckon» 
ing or accounting us righteous , as having 
performed the Condition of the Promiſe of 
Pardon, and the actual Pardon it ſelf, the 
ſame ; bur ſo muchas theſe differ, ſo much 
does Juſtification and Pardon differ. 

But yet for all thai, I do not deny but 
that ina large ſenſe, as Juſtification is op- 
poſed to Condemnation, it may cowpre- 
hend remiſſion of Sins. That is, if by Con- 
demnation you underſtand both conviction 
of impenitency { which is the oppoſite to 
Juſtification properly )and the obligation or 
obnoxiouſneſs thereby to ſuffer the pains of 
the ſecond Death: And by Juſtification 
both a vindication from impenitency and 
C 4 unbelict 
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unbelief {which is Juſtification properly) } 
and alſo a diſcharge thereby from obnoxt- ? 


ouſneſs to eternal puniſhment, then, as 1 
faid, Juſtification thus oppoſed: to condem- 
nation does indeed include 1n 1t remiſſion 


of Sin; though when ſtrialy and moſt pro- . 


perly confidered, Juſtification ſeems to be 

one thing, and Pardon of Sin another. * 
It is wont to bealledged, That when St. 

Paul ſaith in Row. 4. 6. that God imputeth 
Righteouſneſs without Works ; the meaning 
is, That he imputeth the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt tous without any Works of ours at 
all, Legal or Evangelical, External or In- 
terna). And becauſe great ſtreſs is laidon 
it by ſome , I will briefly ſhew how the 
Context direts us to another ſenſe of 
thoſe words. | 

- The Scope of the Apoſtle in this and the 
former Chapter is to prove, that Juſtifica- 
$!on proceeds from God of Grace and fa: 
vour, and not of Debt, To make this 
good, he-ſhews here that it muſt needs be 
ſo, becauſe it is vouchſafed not unto ſuck 
who have been alwayes righteous ( for he 
had proved before, Chap. 3. that there are 
none ſuch, but that all, both Jews and 
Gentiles have ſinned) but to ſuch as have 
2 | | been 
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been »ngodly, when once they believe, and 
therefore ceaſe to be ſo, and become fin- 
cerely righteous. And the Apoſtle's rea= 
ſon depegds upon this manifeſt truth, That 
ſuch as have once ſinned can never by any | 
afrer-works, which they can do, merit the- 
Divine favour as a Debt due to them by 
deſert of their Works, nor are capable of 
that favour upon any other terms, than what 
God of his mere Grace is pleaſed to ap- 
pointas the Condition of it, as he hath 
done that of Faith, Foy to him that work- 
eth not (ſaith he) but belteveth on him that 
Juſtifieth the ungodly, his faith ts counted to 
' bhiumfor righteouſneſs, ver.5. 
© Andto prove as well as to aflert that 
5 God juſtifieth none upon account of their 
having been alwayes righteous, and in his 
favour (as ſome Jews fancied themſelves to 
have been upon account of their obſerving 
the Law of Moſes, as he in the Goſpel who 
ſaid, Al theſe have ] kept from my youth 
up) he ſhew*s out of the Pſalms of David, 
how that the ancient godly Jews did al- 
wayes eſteem their happineſs of being in 
God's favour, not to proceed from the me- 
rit of their Works in obſerving the Law of 
Moſes, but from the Grace and Mercy o 
LS Go 
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God in forgiving their Sins, and accepting 
their ſincere endeavours to pleaſe him. E- 
ven as David (faith he) deſeribes the bleſ- 
ſeaneſs of the man to whom God. imputeth 
righteouſnes without wirks, ſaying, Bleſſed 
are they whoſe iniquities are forgiven, and 
whoſe {ins are covered, ver.6,7. 

And you may eaſily diſcern, if you ob- 
ſerve it, that what is faid in this ſixth and 
ſeventh verſes, is to back and wake gaod 
what he had ſid in verſ.5. touching God's 
Jjultifying wea upon their bel:eving, not- 
withitanding they had been in a itate of un- 
god:ineis before: And to ſhe that if he 


Juſtifie ſuch men upon C:ch terms ; Juſtifi- | 


cation mult n-eds proceed of Grace, and 
nat of Deb: or merit of Works, of which 
he had ſpoken verſ.-4. ſaying, Vow to him 
that worketh the reward ti nit reckoned of 
Grace, but of Debt. S5thatin making a 
Judgment of what Works St, Pax. ſpeaks, 
when he ſaith, Righteonſneſs is imputed with- 
out Works, veri, 6. if you do bur take your 
rife from what's ſaid in verſ. 4. touching 
fuch Works, the reward of which is recion- 
ed not of Grace, but of Debt, and fo fol- 
low the diſcourie and the deſign of it to 
verſ, 6. you will find that you cannot fair- 
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Iy turn aſide toanother, but muſt needs un- 
cerſiand hun to this ſenſe, to wit, That the 
Rightcouſneſs which is by Faith, of which 


| he had ſpoken in verſ;, 5. is imputed with- 


out ſuch Works as wake the revard to be 
not of Grace, but of Debt, mentioned v. 4. 
His Argument runs thus in other words: 
They,to whom God imputed Righteouſneſs 
heretofore, were ſuch as ſtood in need of 
forgiveneſs from God ; therefore they 
could not poſſibly merit his favour. 

And although St. Paul doth not iwprove 
the words of the Pſa'miſt further than co 
prove that no wan 15 reſtored ro the Di- 
vine favourand the b!{Tcdneſs conſequent 
upon it, withour forgiveneſs of Sins, and 
that therefore 1t mult needs be of Grace,and 
not of Debtand Merit that any wan attains 
it by being juſtiſi-d. this being his erd in 
alledging them: Yet 1t's alſo evident by 
the words immed ately ſo!lowing thoſe the 
Apoſtle here recite:, That Codly ſincerity 
1s the ccenditional qualificaticn required of 
ſuch to whom the favour of fors:veneſs is 
vouchſafed : For it's there ſaid, Pleſſed 
# the man unto whom the Lord imputeth net 
iniquity , and in whoſe Spirit there is no 
guile : No guile notes the Sincerity If) _ 
O 
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of, Pſal. 32.2. Andit's to the ſame ſenſe, } 
when in the writings of the New Teftament } 
Faith, as the Principle of Sincerity and of 
the Divine Nature and Life, is made the F 
Condition of Pardon. "1 
And now if what hath been ſaid amounts 
to any fair account of the Apoſtle's ſcope * 
and deſign in thoſe forementioned verſes, 
and of the ſenſe of the ſeveral Phraſes by 
which it is expreſt (and I leave you to judg | 
whether it doth or no) then I can ſee no | 
reaſon , why by Righteouſneſs imputed | 
without Works we ſhould underſtand the | 
Righreouſneſs of Chriſt, bur rather the 
Righteouſneſs of Faith properly under- | 
ſtood ; which Faith the Apoſtle there ex- | 
preſly affirms to be imputed for Righteouſ- 
neſs, but doth not ſo much as mention Chriſt 
in thoſe verſes, much leſs the imputation 
of his Righteouſneſs unto Juſtification, as 
excluſive of all manner of Works. Ir is 
not the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, but Grace 
and Faith, that are in this contexture of 
Scripture oppoſed to Works: Nor are 
Works oppoſed to Faith neither, but uns 
der the notion of Merit, as they make the 
reward to be of Debt, and not of Grace. 


And when | ſay this, I do for all that — 
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$ all thankfulneſs acknowledge and profes, 


That the Righteouſneſs or Obedience of 
Chriſt's Life and Death doth with a high 
hand operate to br Juſtification, and ſo as 


Z neither our Faith nor any thing in us, or 
2 done by us, can do, but ina way altogether 
J tranſcending it, though not in Mr. F's,way 
4 of Imputation ; nor is it in this Scripture 
# ſer forthas it is in others, 


, It's true indeed, the Righteonſnefs the 


3 Apoſtle treats of in this place is ſtiJed 
q Righteouſneſs iwputed - But the reaſon is 
4 not, becauſe it is not inherent in the perſons 
| themſelves to whom it is imputed, but in 
$ Chriſt, and made theirs only by imputati- 
fon; for it is the Faith of the Perſon him- 


ſelf that 1s here ſaid to be counted or im- 
puted to him for Righteouſneſs, Andthe 
reaſon, why it is called a Righteouſneſs ime 
puted, may be, becauſe it is not naturally , 
and of it ſelf, or in its own nature a Righ- 
teouſneſs that would juſtifie a man,aSAdam's 
was belore his fall, but it 1s only by Divine 
Inſtitstion, Grace and Favour that it is fo ; 
God juſtifies ws freely by his Grace, Rom. 3. 
24. Ut is of Faith, that it might be by 
Grace, as it follows, Row, 4. 16. Asitis 


that 
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that ſuch a piece of Coin paſſeth currant 
for {0 much, whether it be of the intrinfick 
value or no, even fo by vertine of God's 
inſtitution, and for Chriſt's ſake, Faith is# 
wade to paſs for, and to be reckoned and | 
accounted to us {or Righreouſneſs, and to | 
entitle us to thoſe benefits, which in its own ! 
Nature it doth not merit, If it were a 
perfe& Righteouſneſs in its own Nature, as | 
Adam's was, it weu!ld need no Pardon to 
accompany it, as it does, and would ſecure 
us -as well from temporal as eternal death, 
which yet it dcth not ; Put ir being a 
Righreouſneſs by Inſtitution and Grace; 
how far it ſhall be beneficial :o us, and ro 
what ends and purpoſts it ſha'l ſerve, de- 
pend wholly upon the good will and plea» 
ſure of God, and are knowable only ſo far 
ro us, as he hath been pleaſed ro put them 
into promiſe, by vertue of which promiſe 
made upon condition of ſuch Rightecuſ- 
neſs, and not by merit of the Righteouſ- 
neſs it ſelf, we come to have a title to the 
promiſed benefits, ſuch as are rewiſſion of 
Sin and eternal Life. 

Bur Mr. F. cannot underſtand, but that 
t is repugnant to the immutaiility and eſſen- 


rial Holineſs of God to juſtifie us upon an im- 
perfect 
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perfelt obeatence, the Law commanding that 
which is perfett, and thinks for him to do ſo 
would be to pronounce an unjul} per ſon juſt, 

But he fhould conſider, That God in 
juſtifying us doth not pronounce us juſt, 
as not having ſinned (for that's impoſlible 
for him indeed to do) bur as having per- 
formed the Condition, on which he in his 
Goſpel-Covenant hath promiſed to patdon 
our Sin. And in doing this he doth not 
pronounce unjuſt perfons juſt ; for they 
are juſt withan Evangeiical Righteouſneſs, 
juſt in the Goſpel ſenſe, and fo tiled from 
place to place in the Scripture, as I have 
ſhew'd, And although the Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs and Obedience, upcn which 
God is pleaſed to juſtifie us, be imperfee, 
if meaſured by the Law, yetir is perfetas 
roits end appoinred by God, when mea- 
ſured by the Goſpel, by which we are to 
be tryed whether we be righte@us or un- 
righteous : And whoſoever (being advulf ) 
is 20t righteous in this ſenſe. ſhall not inherit 
the Kingaom of God, 1 Cor. 6 9, but thoſe 
that are thus r/ghteore ſhall ga into life eter- 
nal, Matth. 25. 46. | | 

Bur ſuppoſing Evangelical Righteouſ- 
neſs or Obedience to be Compayatively im- 
perfe& 
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( 46) | 
perfea; whether compared with.what man 
in innacency had, and was capable to per- 
form ; or whether compared with a gradual 
perfe&ion of Righteouſheſs and Obedience 
of the ſame kind ;, and ſuppoſing it to be 
only ſigcere obedience according to the 
preſent circumſtances a man is in: Let us 
weigh and conſider whether or no it be not 
conſiſtent with the Holineſs of God to juſtis 
fie men upon ſuch Righteouſneſs and Obe- 
dience when found in them, when withal 
we take in what hath been done by Chriſt 
the Mediatour to make.way for it. I con- 
ceive Mr. F. doth not ſuppoſe, that God by 
the Holineſs of his Nature 1s naturally and 
neceſſarily reſtrained from ſhewing favour 
to men,after once they have been puilty of 
Sin, and have made themſelves obnoxious 
to the effe&s of his high diſpleaſure ; for 
if he were, wewere all ſtill in an ill caſe, 
and there would be then no ſuch thing as 
Grace extant in the Wotld, which yet is ſo 
illutriousand glorious, as that it is the ve- 
ry ſubje& matter of the Goſpel, Grace 
and merey are as efſentially in God as Ho- 
lineſs : And therefore we-muſt take heed of 
framing ſuch notions of his Holineſs as to 
leave no place for the exerciic of his Gra - 
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4nd Mercy. God no doubt is at liberty 
to recede from his own right, as well as 
men are, in remitting debts and pardoning 
offences to what degree, and upon what 
terms he pleaſeth, only he, as Redor of 
the World, hath reſpect therein unto good 
order and oovernment. | 

Suppoſing all this, we muſt ſuppoſe a- 
gain that ſuch aGs of Grace and Favour 
cowards offending Sinners, as do not in the 
leaſt encourage them to continte 1n Sin , 
nor any other Creature in the whole Crea- 
tion that is innocent to fall into a ſtate of 
like Rebeilion as wan hath done, bur are of 
a quite contrary tendency, will very well _ 
conſiſt with the end of his Gevernment, as: 
he is ReFFor of the World, and with the 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice of the Govern-- 
our himſelf. Now the reaſon and\ end of 
executing Juſtice upon Delinquents ts 
either to recover them themſelves to good 
order and behaviour, or to deterr others 
from failing into like Rebellion againlt , 
God : For otherwiſe God azlighteth not in 
the death ( as ſuch) of him that dies, Ezek, 
18. Provided then that theſe ends of. G9- 
vernment be ſecured in ſhewing favour, the 
Righteouſneſs and Juſtice of God''will ne- 
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ver ſuffer any diſparagement, how great ſo- 
ever the Grace and Favour be that 15 ſhew- 
ed to Offenders. Put now tFat God in 
juſtifying men upon account of fixcere obe- 
dience and #nherent righteouſneſs , confi- 
dering what nath been done by qur Lord 
Chriſt to make way for it, and to bring 
things to that iſſue, does not in the lealt 
countenance Sin paſt, or encourage to the 
committing of it for time to come, but 
that which is altogether contrary there- 
unto will ſufficiently appear, if you conſi- 
der theſe two things, 

Firſt, That notwithſtanding God is ſo 
good and gracious, ſo merciful and ready 
to forgive as he is, yet he wou!d not grant 
any terms at all of receiving us into favour 


. again, having once ſinned, except his own 


dear Son himſelf would take upon him our 
Nature, and become a Sacrifice , to wake 
an Atonement for our Sin ; nor ſpare him 
when he had undertaken fo to be, notwith- 
ſtanding that great love wherewith he lo» 
ved him, buc delivered him up to death 
for us al!, when he undertook to become 
2 propitiation for our Sins, rather than we 
ſhould have no terms of pardon pranted. 
God's granting terms of pardon and re- 
ſtauration 
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 ſtauration to his favour upon. no cheaper 


terms, did clearly demonſtrate him to be. 
an enemy and hater of Sin in the higheſt, 
and ſo irreconcilable to it, as that, no Sin- 
ner could have any ground to hope to e- 
ſcape the puniſhment due to ir, buc upon 
obſerving that Condition of eſcaping it, 
the obtaining of which coſt ſo dear. In 
that Chriſt thus ſuffered in the fleſh, he cox» 
demned Sin in the fleſh (C as the phraſe is, 
Roy. 8. 3. ) and that effecually, and with 
a witneſs. Hereby te condemned it in the 
ſight of Heaven and Earth, yea, and of 
Hell too, as a thing moſt abominable to 
God, and contrary to his Nature, and to 
the goodneſs and equity of his Laws and 
Government, .when deliverance from the 
deſert of it could be obtained at no cheap- 
er rate or cafier terms, than the Son of God 
his ſuffering in the Sinners ſtead ; no not 
upon repentance it ſelf without this. In 
that God hath thus ſer forth his Sox to be a 
propitiation for Siu through Faith in his 
Blood, it #s to declare his Righteouſneſs in 
the remiſſion of Sins that are paſt ( that he 
is righteous although he forgive) and that 
he might be juſt even when he is the juſtificr 
of him that believeth inFeſis,Rom: 3.25,26. 

D 2 Se» 


| ( 50 | 

Secondly, When God for Chriſt's fake, 
and for what he hath done and ſuffered, 
did grant terms of Grace,by which we Sin- 
ners wight come to be juſtified, pardoned, 
and ſaved; yet they were ſuch, and none 
other, but what tend to rec/aim us from 
Sin and Rebellion, and to reduce us toobe- 
dience, and of Rebels to make us to be- 
come good Subjeas. And in doing this, 
God is far from countenancing Sin, or do- 
Ing any thing diſagreeable to the righteouſ- 
neſs , wiſdom, and goodneſs of his Go- 
vernment 3 - indeed fo far from it, that it 
highly commends and ſets theſe off, 

The terms of favour granted forChriſt's 
fake are ſuchas theſez That believing and 
being perſwaded in our own minds. that 
God is good, and ready to forgive for his 
Son's ſake, we heartily repent that ever we 
rebeil'd againſt him, and that we deſiſt 
from continuing in our Rebellion any lon- 
ger, and that we return to our duty, and 
fincerely endeavour to pleaſe him in all 
things for the futtre It's true indeed, God 
knows, that by zcaſon of the wounds and 
diſeaſe we got by our fall , and while we 
were in rebellion, we have brought ſo 

. great d-bility upon our ſelyes, as that 
though 
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though we do return to him, yet we can- 
not do him ſuch ſervice now, as man was 
capable of performing before the tall, and 
his running into rebellion ; and therefore 
he is content for his Son's ſake, to accept 
of ſuc!'. ſervice, as we in this ſtate of weak- 
neſs and frailty are. capable of perform- 
ing, provided we do the beſt we well can, 
and make uſe of all helps and means afford- 
ed us, whereby we may gather ſtrength , 
and grow better, and do better ; and are 
heartily ſorry that ever we have made our 
ſelves ſo uncapable, as we have done, of 
doing him better ſervice, Theſe and ſuch 
= are the terms granted us for Chriſt's 
ake. : 

But without ſome ſuch- Change as this 
God hath not promiſed to receive any man 
into favour. - Now then, if it be not in- 
conſiſtent with the righteouſneſs and wiſ- 
dom of his Government , for God to offer 
and promiſe to receive Sinners into fa- 
vour again upon theſe terms and conditi- 
ons (and I cannot think Mr. F. will ſay 
it is:) Then it cannot be inconſiſtentithere» 
with for him to owz that they have per- 
formed theſe conditions, when indeed they 
have, and ſo to own themnow for his trag 
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and faithful Servants and SubjeRs to their 
power, and according to the term ſet in 
his a& of Grace, which is his juſtifying of 
them, or the imputing to them for righte- 
ouſneſs ſuch their faithful ſervice as they 
are capable of performing. 

Theſe things conſidered, I dare appeal 
to Mr, F's,better and more impartial Judg- 
ment, whether it be not conſiſtent with 
the Holineſs of God to juſtifie men upon 
the terms aforeſaid, TI confeſs I cannot 
poſſibly underſtand, why it ſhould not as 
well conſiſt with the Holineſs of God to 
Juſtifie us upon our believing , and upon 
our obeying the Goſpel too, as it is to do 
it upon our believing alone : And Mr. F. 
does not think that God doth juſtifie us 
at all, or impute righteouſneſs to us at all 
in one ſenſe or another, without our be- 
lieving- So that the imputation of righ- 
reouſneſs to us for qur juſtification, in 
which ſenſe ſoever we take it, depends 
upon our own a& in believing, and ſo 
Jikewiſe is the application of what Chriſt 
hath done and ſuffered for our juſtificati- 
on ſuſpended upon our believing. In 
v-hat Notion ſoever you underſtand the ap- 
piication of the righteouſneſs of Chriſt's 
| life 
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life and ſatisfa&tion of his death to be 
wade ; as whether by being imputed to 
us in it ſelf, or vertually by having our 
Faith for the ſake thereof imputed to us 
for Righteouſneſs ; yer ſtill rhis applica» 
tion depends upon our believing, becauſe 
God hath made that the condition of it, 
without which Chriſt ſhall profit us no- 
thing. | 

I take notice further, how Mr. F. by his 
Notion of having the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt imputed to us otherwiſe than inits 
effe&s, is led to think and ſay that our Sins 
alſo were otherwiſe imputed to Chriſt than 
in the effe&s of them, To ſay (ſaith he ) 
that our Sins were imputed to Chrift in 
the effefFs of them, but not in the guilt, 
# to contraditt all principles of Reaſon: 
For guilt and obuoxiouſneſs to puniſhment 
being equipollent phraſes, he cannot be ſup-. 
poſed to be mad: liable to the laſt upon the ac- 
count of our Sins , without having been 
brought under the firſt; p.410. 

* Noris it imaginable, let me ſay, how 
any per{pn ſhould come under the guilt of 
Sin, that hath not been accefſary to the 
fault : For guilt implyes two things ; a. 


_ fault commitced by him that is guilcy of 


D4 it, 
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I,and the being under an obligation there-: 
by to ſuffer the puniſhment due to it, - and! 
this obligation of a guilty perſon to ſuf- 
fer proceeds from the demerit of his fault 
or crime. And will Mr. F, ſay that Chriſt 
was guilty of our Sins by being in the 
faulr? Or that he came under an obligati- 
on to ſuffer by being in the faulr, and from 
the demerit of the fault ?. God forbid. 
Chriſt was no otherwiſe obliged to ſuffer 
for our Sins , than by his own voluntary 
conſent in concurrence with the will of 
God his Father, in offering himſelf as a 
Sacrifice to. make an Atonement by his own 
Blood. And after this manner indeed by 
being a Sacrifice the Beaſts in time of the 
Law,that were offered in Sacrifice for Sin, 
did bear the Sins of thoſe for whom. they 
were offered. Bur I ſhould think he were 
little better than a Feaſt in his underſtand- 
ing, that ſhould lay thoſe Beaſts were guil- 
ty of the Sins of thoſe, for whom they 
were offered in Sacrifice, 

Bur it's true, as one truth leads to ano- 
ther, fo it's to9 commonly ſeen, men are 
tempted Oo Commit one Errour to defend 
another, which I think is the Caſe now 
before us. Otherwiſe Mr. F. wouid hard-- 
CE YO | ly 
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ly haye ventured to ſay Chriſt was brought 
under the guilt of our Sins, and had the 
"guilt of them derived upon him, but only 


the better, as he thought no doubt, to ac- 
commodate his Notion of our being in the 
Innocency and Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
by having it imputed to us, and derived 
upon us, 

But this is not the only inconvenience 
that attends this Notion of having the 
Rightequſneſs of Chriſt it ſelf imputed 
to us far our juſtification, and not only in 
its happy effe&s; for it ſeems to me to 
oppoſe the dodrine of forgiveneſs of Sin: 
Nay, I pray you conſider, whether it doth 
not evacuate it, and leave no-place for ſuch 
a thing. For if we,in Mr. F's. Law: ſenſe, 
have by Chriſt paid all the Debt the Law 
coui'd any wayes demand of us, both in 
point of obedience and of ſufferipg for our 
diſobedience, by having his obedience and 
ſufferings themſelves imputed to us, and 


not only in the beneficial effe&s of them : 


How then, I pray you, canwe be ſaid to 
be forgiven by God , to whom the Debt 


thus paid was due ? Does that man for- 


give a Debt to me which I have paid him 
by another, though not þy wy ſelf ? A Le- 
| | 7; ol 
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gal Diſcharge I may have in ſuch a caſe from 
the Creditour, but no man will ſay he hath 
forgiven me my Debr, 

I think 1t will beſt become us to ſay, as 
the Scripture doth, That God for Chrift's 


ſake hath forgiven us ; and not to ſay we 


have paid him what in the rigour of Juſtice 
he could demand of us, if not more, to 
wit, perfe& obedience and ſuffering too , 
which the Law in 1:s utmoſt rigour never 
demanded nor required, We way well 
and thankfully take up with this, That 
God, in confideration of what Chrift hath 
become, done, and ſuffered for our ſakes, 
for our benefit, hath paſt an A& of Oblivi- 
on to remember our Sins and Iniquities no 
more, provided, and on condition that we 
repent of our rebellion againſt God, and 
return to our Loyalty and Duty in obey- 


Ivg him truly, ſincerely, and heartily, as 
every one doth that ſo believes, as there- 


by to become capable of being juſtified , 
pardoned and ſaved, | 
: Furthermore conſider I pray you, That 
if Chriſt's fulfilling of the Law be ſo im- 
puted to us, as that we are looked upon as 
having fulfilled ic'in him, how could it 
then' be neceſſary that Chriſt ſhould _ 

$6 or 
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for our Sins ? If we by the imputation of 
Chriſt's fulfilling the Law have paid thg 
whole debt of Obedience which was ow- 
ing to ir, we ſhould then owe no debt of 
Suftering for the breach of it, and conſe- 
quently Chriſt would not have needed by 
ſuffering to have paid any ſuch Debt for 
us, no more than for himſelf, who had no 
Sin to ſuffer for. 

Again, conſider yet further, That if 
Chriſt hath paid our whole debt of Obe- 
dience to the Law by fulfilling it for us, 
and then imputing it to us, is there not by 
this Notion, if admitted, a way paved and 
prepared for Libertines, to think that 
then they need not pay it too? to think 
that God is no ſuch auſteer Creditour as to 
exa& the ſame debt twice; firſt of the 
Surety, and then of the Principal too ? 
And let me tell you this, Sir, that I have 
very great reaſon from my obſervation for- 
meriy, to be confident, rhat it was from 
this Opinion, which Mr. F. now defends, 
tonching the Imputation of Chriſt's Righ- 
teouſneſs to us otherwiſe than in its bleſTed 
effects, that Antinomianiſm took 1ts firſt 
riſe among us in this Nation, and Ranteriſm 
alſo out of that. For how elſe could ir 
| be 


(58) 


be poſſible that men ſhould fancy them- 


ſelves pure and perfe&, and free from all 
"Sin in the midſt of thoſe abominations 
ſome of them gave themſelves up to, but 
only that they thought themſelves to be 
ſo by having another's righteouſneſs impu- 


ted to them, ſo as they ro become for- | 


mally righteous by ir, as he himſelf was, 
ſave only in the point of imputation. I 
muſt confeſs I cannot think that any Do- 
Arine that is of the Goſ2-i indeed, which 
is a Dodrine according io roalineſs in the 
whole and every parc of it,. can be ſo lia- 
ble, as this 1s, to natural inferences tending 
to ungodlineſs, or to weaken that which 
is in the DoGrine of Juſtification rightly 
underſtood againſt Ungodlineſs. 

But on the other hand, when the pro- 
miſe of the great benefits of remiſſion . of 
Sin and eternal Life, is ſuſpended upon our 
being righteous by a righteouſneſs inhe- 
rent in us, ſuch as conſiſts in Repentance, 
Faith, &c. this becomes the greateſt mo- 
tive to Godlineſs imaginable, and ſo com- 
ports direaly with that which is God's 
oreat deſign by the Goſpel, which is to re- 
cover man again to Happineſs by Holineſs, 
from which he firſt fell by OS 

| ut 
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But that you way have down weight in 
this Argument, and more if more can be, 
I will offer one thing more to your confide- 
ration, which perhaps may deſerve it, and 
that is, Whether thoſe that deny the inhe- 
rent Grace of Faith and Sandification by 
S Faith to be tmputed for Righteouſneſs - in 

Juſtification, (as they uſually do,who hold 
that Chriſt's Righteouſnefs it felf .is ſo im- 
puted) do not thereby make themfelves 
ouiltyin ſome reſpe@, and to a degree, of 
the pernicious errour of the falſe Apoſtles 
and Judaiſing Chriſtians, for which in the 
groſs they were charged with fall;ng from 
Grace, with making Chriſt to become of none 
effect to them, and with perverting the Go« 
ſpelt of Chriſt. For T-think 1 fhall make it 
evident thar their errour lay in two things, 
(unleſs you will add thereto their opinion 
of meriting) the one in denying the necef* 
ſity of Internal Righteouſneſs unto Juſtifi- 
cation ; the other, in holding an external 
one in conjunGion with Faith in Chriſt to 
be ſufficient to that end. LO, 

Now whether Mr, F. himſelf doth deny 
inherent Grace to be at all imputed for 
Righteouſneſs in our Juſtification, or whe- 
ther that it ov{y is ſo, I confeſs I cannor 

: ſay : 
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ſay : But certain it is, that he denies it to 
be ſufficient without the imputation of 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs in the ſenſe of im- 
putation wherein he is oppoſed. One 
while he grants that 7 reference tothe mere 
demanas of the Goſpel , we may in 4 proper 
ſenſe be ſaid to be juſtified; p. 416, At 
another curn he ſaith, that, ſeciuding not on- 
ly the righteouſneſs of Chriſt's life , but the 
ſatisfattion of his death, as the matter, and 
the imputation of it as the formal Cauſe of 
Fuſtification , it ſeems repugnant unto the 
immutability aud eſſential Holinef of God 
to juſtifie ws upon an imperfect obedience 
(ſuch as he accounts Evangelical obedience _ 
to be) the Lew which requireth a perfets 
remaining ſtill in force, and denounct 
wrath in caſe of every failure. By which 
he ſeems to hold Chow conſiſtently with 
what I before recited, do you judge) that it- 
is inconſiſtent with the Holinefs of Ged 
to juſtific us upon an Evangelical Righte- 
ouſneſs, becauſe imperfe&. h 
But whether Mr. F. joyns the imputati- 
on of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs and the im- 
pntation of inherent Grace together in:the 
buſineſs of Juſtification, or whether he 
wholly dentes the iwputation of the _ 
al 
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and affirms only the imputation of the for- 
mer, I ſhall not further enquire. Bur it's 
well known that thoſe who are wont to 
plead the ſame cauſe with Mr. F. touching 
the neceſſity of the imputation of Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs unto Juftification, and in 
that ſenſe wherein he is oppoſed, are wont 
alſo to exclude inherent Grace, as being 
neither imputed for Righteouſneſs in Juſti- 
fication, nor as neceflary thereunto ante- 
cedently, Mr.:E. Polhill ( a Gentlewan 
doubtleſs of a good Spirit) another of Mr. 
S's. Antagoniſts, in his anſwer to him ſaith 
' In p..75. In Fuſtification no other Rigbte- 
ouſueſs can take place, but the aitive and 
paſſive one of Chriſt, which anſwers the 
pure and righteous Law in every thing. And 
in P. 32T. he ſaith, Obedtence to Gud's 
commanas i indeed the way to Heaven, but 
its nowhere made an ingreatent into our Fu- 
ſeification. And p. 365, ſpeaking of Phil. 
2+ 9. ſaith, that the Apeſtle in this place 
doth not only exclude external Phariſaical 
righteouſueſs , but even inherent Graces in 
the matter of Juſtification. 

And the common opinion of thoſe that 
have-gone that way haih been, That San- 


Gification is ſubſequent to Juſtification, - 
and 


Ll 
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and hot ſo much as in order of Nature go- 
ing before it, or to be any ingredient in 
' iIr,, and conſequently not eſſentially neceſſa- 
ry toit. Now then, that which I ſay is 
this; that if I can make it appear, that 
the denying the neceſſity of internal righ- 
reouſneſs unto Juſtification was one part 
of the grievous errour of the Judaiſing 
Chriſtians, it will be enough to ſpoil the 
repuration of the ſame opinion , though 
found in better men than they were : And 
whether I ſhall notmake it evidently to ap- 
pear ſo to be, I ſhall leave you to judge, 
after you have weighedwhat [ ſhall now lay 
before you. | | 
Their Crime was, I conceive, a partial 
revoltor turning unto the worſt of Juda- 
iſ, ſaving their retaining a profeſſion of 
Faith in Chriſt; to think that an external 
righteouſneſs withour an internal, was a- 
vailable to juſtification and ſalvation. The 
unbelieving Jews, to whom they turned 
ih part, were quite degenerated from their 
worthy Anceſtors, and all 'that remained 
faithful among them, who all held the inter- 
nal Grace of Love to God, fear of him, 
uprightneſs of heart towards him, truth in 
the inward parts, 'neceſſary to intereſt 
| them 
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chem in his favour, and the bleſſing of the 
everlaſting Covenant, | | 

But the degenerate Jews thought an eXx- 
ternal Righteouſneſs,ſuch as Paw had white 
a Phariſce, and ſuch as would jultifie them 
inthe fight of men, according to the terms 
of the political Covenant, by which they 
were externally governed by God as they 
were his Commonwealth, wouid juſtifie 
them as to their eternal eſtate, Of which 
orand miſtake oug Saviour ( eAMatth. 5.) 
laboured to convince them, by ſhewing 
that no leſs was required by God in order 
ro that, than an 7zward prrity, and up- 
braided them with their making clean the 
catſi72 of the Cup and Platter, when with - 
in il.cy were full of extortion and exceſs, 
of ravening and wickedneſs; with their 
2ppearing ozi#waraly Righteous unto men, 
when within they were full of Hypocrige 
and iniquity, and told his hearers that ex- 
cept their Righteouſneſs exceeded theirs, they 


ſhould never enter intothe Kingdom of Hea- 


wen © that except they weve born again they 
could not ſee the Kingdom of God. 

Now it was to this monſtrouily cor- 
rupt part of Judaiſm to which the [udai- 
fog Chriſtians did revolr, or wr rather 
(for 
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(for many of them were Gentiles, ) becauſe 
without this, their errour in adhering to 
the Law of eMoſes as neceſſary to be ob- 
ſerved, would not have been ſo damnable 
as the Scripture repreſents it to be, calling 
it a perverting the Goſpel of Chriſt, a being 
removed to another Goſpel, a falling from 
Grace , a making of Chriſt to become of none 
effect to them , ( Gal. 1. 7. and 5. 2,4 ) 
which it would not have been, if there had 
been nothing elſe in it than a perſwaſion 
that they were under an obligation of ob- 
ſerving the Law of Moſes, as well as the 
Law of Chriſt. 

For there were many thouſands of the 
Jews which believed, who were yet Zea. 
lous of the Law of Moſes, and thought 
themſelves ſtill under the obligation of it, 
(AF#s 21.) who yet conld never be faid 
upon that account to be fallen frem Grace, 
or to be removed from the Goſpel of Chriſt 
to another Goſpe], ſo long as they were 
really for an internal Righteouſneſs as xc- 
ceſſary to Juſtificationand Salvation, as well 
as an external, For'all the faithful Jews 
under the Law, - before the Law and after 
the Law, yea and all the Gentiles too, that 
had this internal Righteouſneſs , as well as 
an 
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an external, were all juſtified through the 
Grace of God exhibited in the univerſal 
Covenant made in Chriſt, and granted for 
his ſake, whether they had any explicite or 
diſtinct knowledge of that Covenant, or 
not, or of Chriſt in whom it was confirm- 
ed, In every Nation he that feareth God 
and worketh Righteouſneſs # accepted of him: 
and if the Uncircumciſin did but keep the 
righteouſneſs of the Law, the internal Righ- 
teouſneſs deſigned by it, thetr Uncircumets 
ſton was counted for Circumciſton. 

When en the other hand he was mot a Few 
at any time (inthe ſenſe there ſpoken of J 
who was one outwardly in the fleſh only, but 
he was a Few which was ſo inwardly , ana 


Nt Cires mnciſion was that of the heart in the Spi- 
' rit of the Law, and not in the Letter only, 
Ul 


whoſe praiſe or approbation was from God, 
whether it were from men or no, 
Rom, 2. 

St. Pail would rever have become as a 
Jew to the Jews to gain the Jews, as he did 
in obſerving Jewiſh Rites ( 4&s 21.) and: 
Jin circumciting Tzmothy: nor have ſaid. as 
he did, that God had received ſuch Chri- 
ſian Jews, who yet ade Conſcience of 
Jewiſh difference and diſtinGion of meats 
F 2 and 
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aud dayes (Rom. 14.) if a mere perſwaſt- 
on of being under the .obligation of the 
Law of Moſes had beeri ſo dangerous and 
damnable, as he affirms the errour of the Ju: 
dailing Chriſtians to be. 

The very na:ure of the oppoſition, which 
the Apoltles made againſt the errour of the 
Jucailing Chriſtians in their Epiſtles to 
the Churches among whom they were, 
ſuſſiciently diſcovers to us the nature of 
their errour tobe the placing Juſtification 
in an exterzal Righteouſneſs, and not in 
an zzternal. When St. Pant had ſaid, if they 
were Circumciſed Chriſt ſhould profit 
them nothing, and that they were failen 
from Grace that would be juſtified by the 
Law, and that the true Chriſtians wazzed 
for the hope of the Righteouſneſi which-t; by 
Faith, or which Faith produceth ; he gives 
this reaſon of all , ſaying ; For iz Chriſt 
Jeſus neither Circumciſion «vaileth any thing, 
ner Uncircumciſion, but Faith which worketh 
by Love, 4. e. by cauling Love to God and 
Men, Gal. 5. ' And again, for 7 Chrift Fe* 
ſees neither Cireuncii ton availeth any thing, 
nor Uniircumciſion , but a new Creature, 
Gal, 6.15. And if any man be in Chriſt, 
he's a ntpy Creature, 2 Cor. 5.17. 

"and 
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And the Goſpel is declared by St Paul 
to be zhe miniſtration of Righteouſneſi, net, 
in the Letter of the Law, but in the Spirit 
or internal Righteouſneſs which was re- 
quired in the Law, and more plainly and 
exprelly in the Goſpe), 2 Cor. 3. and that 
Chriſtians muſt ſerve iz newneſs of Spirit, 
and not inthe olanefi of the Leiter. And 
the benefits of the new Covenant of having - 
God to be our God , and our Sins pardon- 
ed, belong only to them who have his Laws 
pnt in their mind, and written intheir heart, 
Heb. 8. And that thoſe,who are born after 
the Spirit by regeneration, are Children ac- 
cording to promiſe or tenour of the New Co- 
venant, when as thoſe, who were born after 
th: f#h, and adhering only to the Letter 
of the Lai for an external Righteouſneſs, 
were Children of the fleſh, or Legal Politi= 
cal Covenant : And this is ſet forth in an 
Allegory touching the two Covenants, 
Gal. 4. 

Alb this ſerves not only to let us ſee the 
zature of that Righteouſneſs, ty which the 
Judaiſing Chriſtians could nor be juſtified 
as they expedFed, but alſo by way of oppo- 
ſition to that, truly and p/'ainly to repre- 
ſent to us the nature of thatEvangelical Righ- 

E 3 reouſ 
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teouſneſs, by which (in ſubordination to 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs) we wult be juſtifi- 
ed if ever jaſtified 5 both which doubt- 
leſs were the true Cefign of the Scriptures 
I have brought together, that you wight ſee 
the harmony and concurrent teſtimony of 
the Scriptures 1n this matter. 

By this time I preſume you perceive, 
that the difference berween the two ſorts 
of Judaiſing Chriſtians, the better and 
the worſe, lay much in this one point, to 
wit, that the one did, and the other did 
not hold 7zternal Righteouſneſs neceſſary 
to Juſtification: For, excepting in this, 
they ſeem both to have been of one mind, 
both in profeſſing Faith in Chriſt, and in 
holding themſelves under the obligation of 
the Law of eMoſes for Circumciſion and 
other Legal Rites. Now then, if that ve- 
ry thing made ſo preat a difference between 
them,as I have ſhew'd, what ſhall we then 
think of that opinion, by which ſome bet- 
ter menamong vs than the corrupt Judai- 
ſing Chriſtians were do thus far agree and 
fall in with them, as they do in denying 10- 
ternal Righteouſneſs of inherent Grace to 
be neceſſary to our Juftification , or that 
it doth enter if, or isany ingredient in 1t, 

but 
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but think it perfedtly ſubſequent to ir, not 
ſo much as admitting it to take place, or 
co come into being, until we are firſt ju- 
ſtified ; nor ſo much as admitting that 
Faithin it ſeif is imputed for Righteouſ- 
neſs, bur only the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
as apprehended by Faith : Ifay,what ſhall 
we think of this ? Can we poſſibly think 
the ſame opintoa to be a grievous errour 
in the Judaiſing Chriſtians, and yet to be 

Drthodox and innocent in others ? 
Doubtleſs where this opinion is as pra* 
aically held as it was by the corrupter 
ſort of the Judaiſing Chriſtians, it is as 
criminal and dangerous as it was in them 3 
but fo it 1s not, I confeſs, where it is held 
only ſpeculatively, as I ſuppoſe it to be by 
all thoſe of that perſwaſion that are Re- 
generate and truly good. For they hold 
Regeneration and the inherent Grace of 
—— neceſſary to Salvation,though 
to Juſtification; and in holding this 
pracically hold it necefiary to Juſti- 
Ag even then while in ſpeculation 
and opinion they hold no abſoiue neceſ- 
ſity of 1t in order thereto, For he pra- 
Ctiſing upon this better principie, as be- 
lieving Regenerationand SanRtification ne- 
F 4 cellary 
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ceilary to Salvation , and becoming Rege- 
nerate, Sandified, and internally Righte- 
ous thereupon, they come thereby to have 
this Evangelical Righteouſneſs imputed to 
them for ſuch as it is, that 1s for Righte- 
onſneſs ; for ſo it is in the eye, and ac- 
cording to the trenour of the Evangelical 
Law 3 which Imputation 1s their Juſtifica- 
tion. This God does, although they do 
not know and þelieve all this, but think 
they were juſtified before they were ſan&i- 
fied Cwhich by interpretation is to think 
they were accounted righteous before they 
were ſo) that they were accounted righte- 
ous in the Righteouſneſs. of another , be- 
fore they were at all righteous in them» 
ſelves, But God proceeds in juſtifying 
men, not according to by-opinions In men, 
whiue conſiſtent with real Holineſs, but ac- 
cording to what they are indeed and in 
rruth in the Fexpper of their hearts, and 7e- 
mour of their lives, 

I bave ſaid thus much to eaſe thoſe oy, 
GpinionT oppoſe, as micl as] can, For 
by reaſon that it is counter-ballanced by 
better principles in many, it is not ſo 
dangerous in them as it was in the corrupt 
indailing Chriſtians. Te was in them indeed 
| mOort- 
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mortiſerous and damnable if praQtiſed up- 
on and perſiſted in, becauſe there was in 
them no ſich ching to counter-ballance 1t 
in 1ts Operation, as a perſwaſion of the ne- 
ceſſity of internal Righteduſneſs unto Sal» 
vation, no more than unto Juſtification, as 
there is in theſe, 

And in this very reſpe&, and their 0- 
pinton of merit , doubtleſs it was, that the 
promoters of this grand errour were charg- 
cd with perverting the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and thoſe that praGically adhered to them 
therein, with falling from Grace, and de- 
priving themſelves of the benefit of Chriſt's 
death. And the reaſon of this is plain ; 
becauſe the Grace of God in the Goſpel 
is limited and reſtrained in the /zft iſſue and 
event unto mens becoming Regenerate and 
internally righteous, as the condition with: 
out which they ſhall neither be juſtified, par- 
doned, nor ſaved by the death of Chriſt, 
or any thizg he hath done for the Salvation 
of Sinners. And therefore thoſe falſe 
Teachers, that taught Juſtification and Sal- 
vation attainable by Chriſt without ſuch 
internal Righteouſneſs, might well be 
charged with perverting the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, and thoſe Chriſtians with _—_ 
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from Grace, who cloſed with them in that 
opinion : For therein they departed and 
fell off from the true Notion and Idea of 
the Grace of the Goſpel, and the terms on 
which all the ſaving benefits are in the Go- 
ſpel promiſed by Jeſus Chriſt. 

Now although this opinion of the non- 
neceſſity of the inherent Grace of SanGuſica- 
tion unto Juſtification is checkc and con- 
trolled inits operation in thoſe that are 
full of the ſenſe of the neceſſity of it unto 
Salvation ; yet by what hath been now re- 
preſented it ſeems in it ſelf, and ab[fratt- 
ed from the better principle | have mention- 
ed, to be the firſ# ftep towards falling from 
Grace in the ſenſe betore explained, and is 
of dangerous conſequence, when it takes 
placein men who have no ſuch ſenſe of the 
neceſſity of internal SandGification unto 
Salvation. For in ſuch caſe, Libertines 
and Carnal men will be apt to bear up them 
ſelves in hope {as is much to be feared they 
roo frequently do) that if their believing 
#»ly, abſtraced from its effects in renewing 


men, be ſuffic/ext to procure the Imputation - 


of Chriſt's Righteouſneſs to them for their 
Juſtification in the fight of God, or other- 
wiſe of it ſelf toobrain ir, that then it will 
I | be 
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be ſufiicient alſo to ſave them, in as much 

as the Scripture ſaith, whom God juſtifieth, 

them he alſo glorifieth, and ſtileth the Juſti- 
fication of men, F»ſtification unto life, and if 
God juſtifie , who # he that condenmeth ? 

And 1a this very reſpe, it is much to be 
feared, that this opinion too frequently be- 

comes a ſnare of Death, and a ſtumbling 
ſtone to many, to content themſelves with 
that which is but a dead Faith, and ſome 
external form of Devorion and Righteouſ- 
neſs without the interna!, in wortifying all 
inordinare affe&ion, and in governing their 
thoughts and paſſiors ; and to think them- 
ſelves ſafe and in a good condition upon 
account of thar, to the Eetraying of their 
Souls to deſtruction. And whether 1t 
way not be pronounced concerning all 
thoſe who expe&@ Juſtification and valva- 
tion upon account of their beiieving and 

hoping in Chriſt, and of an external Righ- 
reouſneſs without an interna], that they are 
fallen from Grace, and that Chriſt ſhall 

profit them nothing, as wellas it was ccn= 
cernirg the corrupt Judaiſing Chriſtians , 
1s a Queſtion T think you will eafily re- 
ſo:ve. 


When 


(74) 

When we ſee then how fatal it was to 
che unbelieving Jews and Judaiſing Chri- 
ſtians to miſtake the Fexour of God's Co- 
venant, and the zature of the Covenant- 
Righteouſreſs, and to introduce a Righ- 
teouſneſs of another kind into the place aud 
office of the internal Righteouſneſs which is 
by Faith, it may weil make wary men Cal 
tious, how they entertain any opinion that 
is in any degree like unto it. 

It hach been a »i/iake of the Scriptures 
about the xyature and kind of the Evangeli- 
cal-Covenant-Righteouſneſs, that hath 
occaſioned our Diſputes about it in theſe lat- 
ter times, as well as it did among Chriſti- 
ans inthe Apoſtles times , though the dif- 
ference hath not been altogether ſo great , 
nor perhaps ſo davgerous now as it was 
then. And if it may not be burthenſome 
to you, I will very briefly give you yet 
ſome farther account of my thoughts and 
apprehenſions of the nature of this Righ- 
teauſneſs, and of the ſenſe and meaning of 
ſome of thoſe Scriptures that treat of it, 
and have been miſtaken on the one ſide, or 
on the other, | 
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The tenour of God's Grace in the Go- 
ſpel is to exhibit , declare, and ſheyy, that 
fince wan by his fall hath made the enjoy- 
ment of felicity, and the avoiding of mi- 
ſery, by perfe& ſinleſs obedience, impra- 
Gicable, that yet God will for Chriſt's 
fake. as having undertaken for us, receive 
him into favour again upon condition that 
he do but heartily defire , reſolve, and fin- 
cerely endeavour for the future to become 
obedient, and to pleaſe him in all things 
ſo far as he is able with the helps and. 
amſtances internal and external, which God 
will vouchſafe , and heartily repent that 
ever he did otherwiſez and that upon the 
ſame condition he will pardon all paſt ſins 
and future failingsalſo,fo far as they are con=- 
titent with ſincerity of Love and Obedi- 
ence. This 1s ſummarily the glad tidings 
which by the Goſpel 1s publiſhed ro the 
World. | 

And a practical belief of this glad Ti- 
dings 1s that which God accounts unto 
wen for Righteouſneſs , as being the New- 
Covenant-Righteouſneſs. And that's a 
practical belief of it, when men fo believe 
It as to PraGiſe according toit, in repent- 
ing and ſincerely obeying, in hope of the 

promiſed 
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promiſed benefits, And this godly fanceri- 
zy is the Righteouſneſs of the New Cove- 
nant or Goſpel, as diſtinguiſhed from the 
Righteouſneſs which is of the Law, eicher 
as that imports perfed finleſs obedience, 
or elſe only an external Phariſaical Righte- 
ouſneſs, 

The Evangelical Righteouſneſs afore de- 
ſcribed, is in the New Teſtament ſometimes 
ſtiled the Righteouſneſs of God, as oppo: 
ſed ro the unbeiteving Jews and corrupt Ju- 
dailing Chriſtians owz external Phariſaical 
Righteouſneſs, Rom, ro. 3. Phil. 3. 9. 
And this is called their owz Righteouſneſs , 
as being only of their owz chuſtng , and not 
of God's appointing, as the condition on. 
which they promiſed themſelves Juſtificati- 
og in the ſight of God, when he had promr- 
ſed them no ſuch thinzg, And the internal 
with the external Righteouſneſs of godly 
ſincerity is called the Righteouſneſs of God, 
and the Righteouſneſs which ts of God, 
partly becauſe it is of his z»ſ{#fution, and 
partly becauſe it isof his operation. It is 
the Righteouſneſs of God, becauſe it is of 
his /-///tatrow. He hath in and by the New 
Covenant ordained, That this ſhall be ac- 
counted and raken for that Righteouſneſs 
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Upon which he will accept men as Righte- 
ous, and juſtifie them as ſuch againſt all 
condeinnatory accuſations : This 1s his In» 
ſtitution and Revelation in the Goſpel, in 
which this Righteouſneſs of God is ſaid to 
be revealed from faith to faith, Rom, 1.37, 
to wit, as that which is the objea of Faith, 
or that which1s to be believed to be the 
ſtated terms on which God will now juftj- 
fe and ſavemen. And that it 15 meant of 
a Righteouſneſs inherent in men, the ra- 
ther appears by the antitheſis in the next 
words, where on the contrary it's ſaid, zhe 
wrath of God ts revealed from heaven a- 
gain} all nngoadlineſs and unrighteouſneſs of 
men; Where the ungodlineſs and wnrigh- 
tecu/neſs of men, is put in oppoſition ro 
the Righteonſneſs of God. 

Ir is the Righteoufneſs of God alſo, bes 
cauſe it is of his eperatzion and working in 
us. Tr is of his Creation, and therefore 
called the xew Creature, the new man cre» 
ated after the Image of God in Righteouſe 
neſs and true Holineſs, the Divine nature, 
begotten of God by the word of Truth, born, 
not of the will of man, or of the will of the 
fleſh, but of God. And it being of his in- 
{ticution and operation, it muſt needs be of 

his 
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his approbation too. This Evangelical 


Righteouſneſs is called the Righteouſneſs of 


God in the ſame ſenſe in which the Chriſti- 
an life is called the /fe of God, Epheſ 4.18. 
not th2 life which he himſelf lives, bur 
the life which he commands, and the life 
which by his Grace he enables men to live, 
As the Sacrament is called the Supper of 
the Lord, becauſe it is of his inſtitution: fo 
is this inherent Righteouſneſs and Juſtifica- 
tion by it, ſaid to be the Righteouſi.eſs of 
God for the ſame reaſon. 

To reſtore failen man to this Righteouſ- 
neſs, and to acceptation with God and 
Juſtification thereby , and co render him 
capable of the happineſs deſigned him in 
another World, was the reaſon of ſending 
Chriſt into the World, and of his ſuffer- 
ing for us, and of all the reſt of his Me- 
diatory undertaking. For that I take to 

be the plain mean- 

*® Chen 1 compare the Ing of 2 Cor. 6284 *, 


foregoing terſes 2 !herewith, 
noting God's d'fign of ren He hath made hin tg 


conciling 15 to himſelf by be fi for 715 who 
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inward charge cf mind and 
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Righteouſneſs of God in him, that is, by 
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13. Chriſ beth once ſuffered for ſins, the 
io for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to 


kin inherent Righteouſneſs i is called 
the Righteouſneſs which is of God by 
Faith, becauſe it proceeds from God by 
the means of Faith, and not without it, 
Rom. 3.22. Phil. 3.9, by believing that 
God will juſtifie and ſave men by Jeſus 
Chriſt in this way, and upon theſe terms of 
becoming inherently righteous, and not o- 
therwiſe, men come to be ſo, that they may 
be juſtiſicd and ſaved. 

[ have the rather given this brief Gloſs 
zpon theſe Scriptures, becauſe I find Mr. 
Polhill till, as others have done before him, 
will needs underſtand that this Righteouſ- 
neſs is meant of the Righteouſneſs of. 
Chriſt imputed to us, and that it is called 
the Righteauſneſs of 'Ged, becauſe it is the 
Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, which is God, But 
methinks he and they fhould conſider, that 
becauſe the Righteouſneſs of Chrilt is the 
Righteouſneſs of him that is God as we!l as 
Man, that therefore it is nowiſe likely ir 
ſhould ever be imputed to us any otherwiſe 
than in its bleſſed effeQs, and conſequently 


that which my ſurmiſe cannot be the ſenſe 
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of the Scriptures aforementioned, For as 
ſuch it is a mediatorial ripghteouſneſs,a Righ« 
teouſneſs reſulting from his conformity to 
the Law of his Mediation, which was a Law 
peculiar to himſeif alone. And it ſeems 
very rational to think this righteouſneſs no 
more communicable to us, otherwiſe than 
in its happy effe&s, than the a&s and office 
of his Mediation are, And although, upon 
the account of its being ſo tranſcendent 
and plorious a righteouſneſs, It is a very 
oreat ground of conſolation and of confi- 
dence to us, that for the ſake of it our E- 
vangelical righteouſneſs will be accepted 
with God, and all our defe&s, ſo far as 
conſiſtent with ſincerity, freely pardoned, 
yet it isa preat queſtion, whether it will a- 
gree with Chriſtian modeſty to preſume 
our ſelves inveſted therewith, any other- 
wiſe than inthe beneficial effects of 1t, un- 
leſs there were more ground for it than we 
can find in Scripture, We may well be- 
think our ſelves, whether it be not a Gar- 
ment too rich and glorious for us to wear , 
and proper only for the perſon of the Me- 
diatour, the Son of God hip ſelf. 

if it ſhall yet bedemanded, that if this 


be true, that we are juſtified upon account 
of 
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of all other inherent Grace, as well as that 
of Faith, then how comes it to paſs that 
in. Scripture Faith is ſtill ſaid to be impu- 
red for righteouſneſs, and not love or humt-' 
lity, orthe like ? If there ſhould be no 
other reaſon but this, yet this might well 
facisfie us in this enquiry, v7. in that this 
Grace of Faith above any other, 1s in the 
nature of it adopted and fitted to ſubſerve 
God's deſign , in recovering us from the 
ſtare of ſin and wiſery, into which we were 
ſunk, unto a ſtate of holineſs and happineſs, 
irom which we were fallen. 

God's deſign was to reſtore ws to happineſs 
by holineſs, and to make his own Grace gloris 
ous in the eyes of his Creatures in doing of it. 
And when you have well conſidered it, [ 
think you will find that there 1s no one 
Grace or Vertue that could be ſo ſervice- 
able to God in this deſign, as Faith : Nay, 
which is more, that thoſe Divine Vertues 
themſelves which conſtitute the New Crea- 
ture or Divine Nature (without which we 
are not capable of being made happy)could 
not have been introduced and brought a- 
eaininto the nature of fallen man, but by 
Faith, I will ſuppoſe that you cannot 
Iwagine,how God ſhculd reſtore us to hap- 
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( 52) | 
pineſs without reconciling us to himſelf, 
and being reconciled to us: Nor how he 
ſhould reconcile us to himſelf without ma- 
king ſome Overtures of Grace to us: Nor 
how he ſhould be reconciled ro us withour 
our ſubmicring to his rerms of Grace. And 
if not, 1 can eaſily ſhew you that we cannot 
be affefed aud wrought upon by God's « 
werture and offer of Grace, ſo as to anſwer 
his end in waking it, or ſubmit to,or com- 
. ply with his terms of Grace vithour believ- 
ing ; and conſequently that the execution 
of God's deſign in reitoring us to happi- 
neſs, and of glorifying the riches of his 
Grace therein, depends very much upon 
Fa;th, and more on that, than on any other 

Grace or Vertue whatſoever. | 
Firſt, We cannot be affeiFed and wrought 
upon with God's offer of Grace, ſo as to 
give him the glory of it in thankful accep- 
rance, due acknowledgments, and furable 
returns ia loving him that ſhewed ſuch love 
tous, without this Grace of Faith. For 
the ſenſe of God's Grace in offering to ſin» 
ners, throvgh Cl:riſt, pardon, reſtauration 
ro his favour, and ſalvation at laſt, upon 
condition of repentance, cannot exter in- 
to the-heeTt of man, Þur by Faith, And the 
reafon 


__ EE XY Nw Ol NS ERS 


C 33) 
reaſon hereof js, becauſe the offer of Grace, 
and the things offered by Grace, are matter 
of ſupernatural revelation, which do not 
further affe&, than they are bel ieved,as I ſhall 
farther ſhevy in the next particular. 

But by believing that God of mere Grace 
in and by Chriſt hath promiſed pardon , 
acceptance into favour, the aſſiſtance of his 
Spirit,and eternal lifeunto Sinners (other- 
wiſe under condemnation) upon condition 
of repentance and a ſincere returning unto 
God; I ſay by this belief we cowe to truſt 
in, and rely upon that Grace, and on Chriſt 
as an All-ſufficient Saviour for thoſe pro- 
miſed benefits, even in the performance of 
thac Condition, and that in oppoſition to 
all opinion of weriting them by that per- 
formance, or by any thing we can do. And 
Itis by this belief and afftiance-that God 
receives from us the glory of his Grace , 
and Chriſt the honour of his performance 
for us: which anſwers one of the great 
* ends deſigned by our recovery ;. for which 
cauſe it may very well be one reaſon why 
this Faith, rather than any other Grace, is 
faid to be imputed tous for Righteouſneſs. 
For we are told-exprefly, that it i of Faith 
that it might be by Grace, Rom. 4. 16. That 
F 3 1, 
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is, to cut off all pretence of merit, the 
ſame ſaving benefits are promiſed, and on 
the ſame Condition, to wit, that of Faith, 
to Heathen [dolaters, Sinzers of the Gen- 
tiles, as was to the ſtricteſt obſervers of 
the Law of Moſes: The reaſon in the cloſe 
of the verſe, gives that to be the meaning. 
And accordingly Faith, whether it be in 
one that hath been a great ſinner, or in one 
of a more inofteaſive life, hath God's Grace, 
not Man's merit, for its obje& on which it 
coth depend for all, and accordingly at- 
tributes and aſcribesall to it, Gal.2.15,16, 
Which is one reaſon we ſte of God*s ele- 
Qing of it to be the Condition, on which 
his great and precious promiſes are made , 
and may well be a reaſon alſo of his impu- 
ting ir to men for Righteouſneſs when they 
do believe. 


For by the account we have why Abra- 
ham's Faith was imputed to him for Righ- 


teouſneſs, we have reaſon to believe that 


our giving to God the glory of his Grace. 


and Goodneis, Truth and Power, by this 
belief and affiance, and to Chriſt the ho- 
nour of his undertaking , is of ſuch high 
acceptation with God, as that he of his 
goodneſs is pleaſed to honour and reward 

ic 
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it by iwputing it to us for Righteouſneſs, 
For we ſee when Abraham's Faith in God*s 
promiſe, touching a numerous Iſſue, had 
nothing to lean upon but the Goodneſs, Ve- 
racity, and Power of God, and that theſe 
carried it with Abraham againſt all doubts 
and objeGions that might ariſe from the 
utmoſt humane and natural improbabilities 
of ever coming to paſs, ſo that he gave 
glory to God in being fully perſwaded, that 
what he had promiſed he was able alſo to per- 
form; that St. Paul hath told us that zhere+ 
fore, or for this very cauſe , his Faith was 
imputed to him for righteouſneſs, Rom, 4. 
$5, 2. 

Bur the glorifying the riches of his Grace 
w2s not all that God had in deſign in our re- 
covery, but alſo the Renovation of our na- 
ture, and the reſtoring us to happineſs 
thereby: And Faith 1s as neceſſary and 
uſefal for the accompliſhing this part of 
God's deſign, as it was to effec the other, 
and therefore ſecondly, this may be another 
Reaſon why Faith is imputed for Righte- 
ouſneſs, and why it's ſaid to be ſo, rather 
than any other Grace. | 

Without believing we cannot compyy with 


the terms and condition on which Pardon 
F 4 ' and 
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and Salvation are promiſed , and without 
which they arenot to be had, and that is in 
beidg renewed in our nature. For with- 
out believing thoſe: Motives thar tend to 
perſwade us to comply with , and ſubmit 
to the terms or condition; on which God 
for Chriſt's ſake hath promiſed to pardon 
us, to receive us into favour, and finally 
'to ſave us, we can never” actually comply 
with thoſe terms or that condition,and con- 
ſequently without that can never be capa- 
ble of receiving the benefits promiſed on 
rhat condition. - 
For itis Faith, as it fakes in thoſe eMs- 
tives in their ſtrength and perſwaſive effica- 
cy, that becomes a vigorous and operative 
Frinciple of all other Graces, Repentance, 
Love, Obedience, and the like, by which 
our nature becomes renewed : All which 
depend upon our believing. And there- 
fore well may our Faith be named and put 
| for all the reſt , as comprehending them 
in jt, when it, rather than any other Grace, 
is ſaid to be imputed for Righteouſneſs. To 
make this evident, I ſhall ſuggeſt two 
things to you, : 

- I, That they are the great Motives of 
the Goſpel, the Grace of God and Love of 
b. | | Chriſt 


* as Ts aa eawmm a DT ..ci. 


ha» Ros PP” aA . 


(37) 


_ Chriſt to loſt man, the good hoped for, and 


the evil feared, the good promiſed to'thoſe 
that are good, and the evil. threatned. to 
thoſe that are evil,that operete upon the mind 
and will in men, to the producing that 
change in them, by which they become new 
men, ſincerely good men. If we love God, 
it is becauſe he loved us firſt, 1 Jobn 4. 19. 
If we lwve to Chriſt that died for us, it is be- 
cauſe the love of Chriſt conſtrains us, 2 Cor. 
5, 14. If we are made partakers of a Di- 
vine Nature, it i by the great and pretious 
promiſes that we are ſo, 2 Pet, 1. 4. | 
And 2. the operation of theſe Motives 
of the Goſpel upon the mind depends up- 
01 0ur believing, and ſo conſequently do all 
thoſe happy effe&s in heart and life, which 
are produced by the operation of thoſe Mo- 
tives. For until the reality of thoſe- Mo- 
tives are believed, they have xo exiſtence or 
being in the Soul, and where they have no 
being they have wo operation, The Word 
preached did not profit them, not being mixed 
with Faith in them that heard it, Heb.4.2. 
The Love, Grace, 'and Favour of God to 
Sinners, in giving Chriſt for us, and of his 
Love in giving himſelf for us, and intend- 
ing and promiſing us the benefit of _m_ 
oa an 
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and ſalvation thereby only upon condition 
of our Repentance and Converſion unto 
God, beingall of them things 2wiſ#b/e, and 
not objeds of ſenſe, do not affect us, or 
perſwade us to repent, and in good earneſt 
curn to God, that we may be pardoned and 
ſaved, until we really believe theſe things, 
It is our Faith, or the credit we giveto the 
Revelation which God hath made of theſe 
things, that gives them an exiſtence or be- 
ing in the Soul, and upon that depends the 
efficacy and power of their prevailing 
with us to become new men. Fatth is the 
ſubſtance or ſubſiſtence of things hoped for, 
and the evigence or convidtion of things not 
ſeen, Heb. 11.17. Unleſs men firſt believe 
| that God is ſo good, merciful, and graci- 
ous to men, notwithſtanding they have ſin- 
ned againſt him, as to pardon and ſave 
them, if they repent and become ſincerely 
obedierit for the future,and not otherwiſe, 
they will never deny ungodlineſs and 
worldlyJufts,when theyare ſollicited there- 
by to gratifie the fleſh, Men muſt firſt be- 
lieve that God ts, and that he is a rewarder 
of them that diligently ſeek himindeed , be- 
- fore they will ſeek his Grace and Favour by 
becoming ſuch,and doing that upon which, 
_ and 
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and not without which,he hath more or leſs 
declared his Grace and Favour is to be-ob« 
tained and found, I/ithout this Faith zt is 
impoſſible to pleaſe God ;, it-is impoſſible to 
[ave off thoſe things by which they have 
ciſpleaſed him, and to betake themſelves 
to do thoſe things that are pleaſing in his 
foht, Heb.1 1.6, ; 

Ic was the belief that all good men had 
before the Laiv and under the Law, thatGod: 
wou'd keep Covenant and mercy with thoſe 
that love him,and keep his Commanaments.,, 
and not otherwiſe, that brought them ſo-to 
love him and to keep his Commandments. 
Ic was their belief that there & forgiuencſs 
with him that he might be feared, as an en- 
couragement to men to fear him, that- pre- 
raited with them to fear him-indeed, Pſad,. 
1309.4. It was the hope, which even the 
Heathen MVzpewites had (from the natural: - 
Notion they had of God, and from their 
obſervation of his general and common 
croodneſs to the World , notwithſtanding. 
nens fins) that if they did but repent and 
ave their ſins, forgiveneſs might poſſibly 
be obtained, that,cauſed them to turn from 
thetr evil way, 43d fromthe wiolence that 
Was in their hands, Jona. 3. 3,10, 


. Now 
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Now then, ſince ſo much as you ſee de- 
penas upon Fatth, as Repentance, Conver- 
fion, Regeneration, andal! inherent Righ- 
teouſneſs and Holineſs of living, there is 
great reaſon why ir ſhould uſually be men- 
tioned, as that which is imputed for Righe 
reouſneſs, rather than any other inherent 
Grace, and in the name, and as the repre- 
ſentative of all the reſt, as being the prody- 
Give cauſe of them all. 

By the way you may obſerve then, that 
fince it is as you ſee the Operation of the 
great eMotives of the Goſpel as believed, 
that in conjunGion with the operation of 
the Holy Spirit effects that great Change in 
men, by which they become regularly ca- 
pable of all the bleſſedneſs of pardpn and 
falvation which the Goſpel reveals,it mult 
needs be very neceſſary for ſuch as you, who 
are miniſters of the' Goſpel, to 7»fef# much 
_ upon thoſe Motrves in your diſcourſes to 
the people, and to inculcate and work 
them into their minds. To ſet life and 
death, heaven and hell before them, and to 
convince them of the reality of ſuch a fu- 
ture ſtate, and of the 7»ſepgrable convexion 
that is between happineſs and their duty , 
and between a ſinful and hypocritical life, 
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and their eternal miſery. And to convince 
them that every one ſhall have in the next 
| Worldaccording as he chuſeth in this, he 
that chuſeth the right way ſhajl come to the 
right and beſt exd , as he that chuſeth the 
wrong ſhall certainly come co the wrong 
and worſt, and that every he that ſhall pes 
riſh hereafter, is a ſelf murderer. 

And likewiſe to ſet in the peoples eye 
the preventing grace of God, what he hath 
already done for us, as a moſt afteQing mo- 
tive tending to reconcile us to him, and to 
think well of him, as of one that never 
ſought our ruin, but as pitying us, and ra- 
king compaſſion on us, when we had 
brought it upon our ſelves, and not purſu- 
ing the advantage we have given himagainſt 
us, nor revenging himſelf on us. But con« 
trarily contrivinga way of our recovery 
from ſin, and from the miſery into which 
that hath brought us, yea, though it coſt 
him very dear to do it, in giving his Son to 
dye for us, when he could not otherwiſe 
do it with ſat#fadFton to Wimſelf in refe- 
rence to the honour of his Govern- 
men, 


Be» 
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Beſides, he hath Jone this for us men, 
and for our ſalvation, when he hath paſt 
by the fallen Ange:'s: Chriſt the Son of 
| God did not take hold of Angels, the Apo- 
ſtate Spirits, to reſcue them out of that 
deſtrution and miſery into which they 
plunged themſelves, and yet hath taken 
hold of the ſeed of Abrabam, of the hu- 
mane nature, to reſcue and pluck mankind 
out of the horrible pit of deſtruction, into 
which we were fallen, Heb.2.16. - 

. And now, 15 not all this Grace of God - 
and Love of Chriſt, which thus far is un- 
conditionate, and abſolutely free and un- 
ſought for on our part, and alropether an- 
recedent to any thing done by us to obtain” 
it, a wonderful motive thankfully and 
Joyfully to accept of thoſe moſt reaſona- 
ble and gracious terms of our Recovery, 
which God in the Goſpel hath offered 
us - ; | 

When it ſhall be confidered, that God 
of his mere commiſeration and compaſſt- 
on towards usFhath now tried us once a- 
gain, when we wereall but as dead men 
before him, and hath put us in a way once 
again of being happy 3 with what face 
can we ſligh:, deſpiſe, and abuſe ſuch 
Love, 
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Love by rejeGing thoſe gracious terms of 
reconciliation, that were procured for us 
on ſuch coſtly terms as the ſufferings of 
the Son of God amount unto ? Bur if we 
do, and after all this will perfiſt in our 
rebellion againſt Heaven, how can we poſ> 
ſibly expe& that any other way or terms 
of pardon and ſalvation ſhould ever be 
offered unto us again? How ſhall we eſcape 
if' we neglet# ſo great ſalvation,and ſomer» 
cifully and freely offered us, and that on 
no harder conditions neither, than to 
ceaſe our wilful rebellion-againſt God, and 
to become dutiful and loyal under his eafie 
yoke and gentle Government by the Evan- 
gelical Law? Heb. 2. 3. 

If then ſuch mighty Motives as the 
Love of God, and his Son Chriſt Jefus 
our Lord, ſo wonderfully expreſt, and 
the hope of Heaven, and the fear of Hell, 
will not work upon us to repent, to 
change our minds, and amend our lives, 
and tobecome new Creatures 3 what grea- 
ter Motives, think we, can God uſe to per- 
ſwade men by 2 Doubtleſs they are theſe 
Morives will do it, if any thing will do it: 
and for thar reaſon they ſhould (as I ſaid) 


be inſiſted on by thoſe, whoſe ſpecia} bu- 
fnels 
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fineſs appointed them by God is to win 


Souls. : 
And as theſe Motives ſhould be_ much 


and often inculcated upon the minds of 


the people for the reaſon aforeſaid, ſo for 


the ſame reaſon they ſhould be managed 
with all the advantage, in reſpe& of cir- 
cumſtance, that can be thought on, to 
reach theirend , in operating powerfully 


upon the people's Souls. Such for one is 


plaineſs of ſpeech, as the phraſe is, 2 Cor. 
3. 12. andnot as eMoſes, who put a vail 
over his face, By which plainneſs of 
ſpeech (if it be what I mean) things are 


fitted and prepared for the underſtand- . 


ing and capacity of the meaneſt, whoſe 
falvation God hath deſigned as much as 
the ſalvation of the more learned and wile. 
If Peter will expreſs his love to his Maſter 
indeed, he muſt as well feed his Lambs as 
his Sheep, Foh: 21.15, 

And by how much the more matters ſo. 
afteRing in themſelves, as the Motives of 
the Goſpel are, are delivered with an 7#- 
ward ſenſe, ſeriouſneſs and gravity, by ſv 
much the more they will command atten- 
tion and conſideration from the people, 


and the ſooner ſink down into their hearts, 
and 
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and the more powerfully operate upon 
che mind and will, 

And if the experience of many ( a- 
mong whom I number my ſelf ) be of 
any conſideration in place of proof, then 
the intermixing Scripture Texts in Di- 
vine Diſcourſes, aptly applyed, and 
wiſely managed , is wuch more edifying 
to the people, than ſuch Diſcourſes with- 
out that can be, though otherwiſe for 
the matter of them, they may be agree- 
able to the Scripture, For befides that 
ſo doing greatly helps memory and re- 
tention of the matter , without which 
the operation of the matter vanifhech 
with the matter it ſelf: And beſides 
alſo the benefit of growing thereby into 
better acquaintance with the Scrip- 
tures, the Mine of theſe Motives of 
which I ſpeak, and of becoming able 
by uſe to reduce ſcattered Texts of one 
and the ſame import to heads of Do- 
arine ; I ſay beſides all this, and more 
which might be ſaid, it tends greatly: to 
bind the matter delivered the faſter up- 
on the Conſcience, when it ſhall come 
ſo viſibly armed with authority from 

G Heaven, 
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Heaven, as by that means it does; and 
when the Laws and Statutes of that King- 
dom ſhall be produced, laid open, and 
urged to make it good and enforce ir, 
The Scriptures themſelves will be found 
of more authority in the Conſciences of 
men, than the beſt words men can ſpeak, 
though never ſo rational and true, Ina 
word, as Apolios was a man mighty in the 
Scriptures, ſo he mightily convinced his 
hearers by the Scriptures, AdFs 18.24,28. 
I need not mention unto you how much 
it was St. Paul's manner to reaſon out of 
the Scriptures of the old Teſtament, be- 
fore thoſe of the New were in being, 
when he had to do with thoſe that own- 
ed them, Ads 17.2. and 28. 23, Nor 
how our Lord Chriſt himſelf colleGed 
and brought together the things concern-. 
ing himſelf, wiich were ſcatrered up 
and down in Moſes and the Prophets, 
and expounded them to his Diſciples, 
and thereby opened their underitandings, 
and cai:#-d their hearts to burn within 
them ; and thar, I think, is not unlike 
the operation of the Morives of the Go- 
i1pel 1 have been ſpeaking of, Lute 24-27, 
32,4524 6, : There 
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There is one thing more which I muſt 
add to obviate an objeGion ; and ano- 
ther co explain and confirm ſomething I 
have afſerted. I know ſome, and per- 
haps your ſelf, will be ready to objeR, 
That the tenour of my reaſoning touch- 
ing God's impuring Faith it ſelf, and o- 
ther inherent Grace tor Righteouſneſs in 
juſiifying men, cends to con/ound Julti- 
fication and SanGitfication, and to make 
them all one, But that follows not at 
all: For SanGification is the conitituting 
or making men Evangelically righteous 
orholy by the joint operation of Gad's 
Holy Spirit, and the Evangelical Do- 
Grine; but Juſtification is God's pro- 
nouncing or declaring them, as he doth in 
the Goſpel, to be righteous according to 
the terms of the Goſpe!, as having per- 
formed the condition upon which for- 
giveneſs of Sin and eternal Life are there- 
in promiſed. | 

Juſtification is a Juridical a& of God 
as Judge, which doth not make a man 
righteous as ſanEification doth, bur ups 
on tryal pronounceth him to be ſo, and 
by ic the perſon tried is acquited and 
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diſcharged from the accuſation of unbe- 
lief, impenitency, and wilful diſobedi- 
ence to the Goſpel, and ſoalſofrom Con- 
demnartion it ſelf, So that Juſtification 
15 not SanRification, but ſuppoſeth it as 
antecedent thereunto, art leaſt in orderof 
nature. Whom he called them he alſo jn- 
fſtified, ſaith St. Paul, and whom be juſtifi- 
ed thers he alſo glorified, Roms. 8. 30. He 
doth not ſay, whom he juſtified them he 
alſo ſanCtified, but them alſo he glorified, 
SanAification Is not brought in between 
Juſtification and - Glorification in that 
golden Chain , but is placed in order 
as going before both in effeQual cal- 
ling. | 

The other thing I would add for ex- 
Planation and confirmation is this: Where- 
as I have ſaid that the Faith which is im- 
puted for Righteouſneſs, is comprehen- 
{ive of Repentance and Obedience to the 
Goſpel: Now lealt you ſhould not be ſa- 
tisfied therewith, I ſhall give you this 
plain account why we cannot reaſonably 
underitznd otherwiſe. For the Scripture 
doth excjude ſuch from ſharing in the 


ſaving benefits of the Covenant, as are 
1m- 
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impenitent, unregenerate, and diſobedi- 
ent to the Goſpel, Luke 13. 3. Joh. 3.3. 
Rom. 2. 8. And if ſo, then no man can 
ſhare in thoſe ſaving benefits, whereof 
Juſtification is one , until his Faith doth 
produce Repentance, Regeneration, and 
Obedience, unleſs you will ſuppoſe that 
which no man does , that theſe are no ef- 
feats of Faith, For he that believes is 
born of God, is to a degree renewed 
to his likeneſs, 3 Fohn 5, 1. 

And when I ſay thus, I am not of 0- 
pinion that men cannot be juſtified un- 
til they have fulfilled ſome time in a 
courſe of holy living and new obedi- 
ence, internal and external, But when 
a man fo believes , as that ſuch a real 
change is thereby wrought in the heart, 
as 1s the beginning of a new life for the 
preſent, and the foundation of a -holy 
life for the future, then undoubtedly he 
paſſeth out of anunjuſtified into a juſti- 
fied ſtate. This change in the mind and 
will by means of Faith, doth firſt con- 
ſtitute a man a good man; and when 
this change firſt takes place, then God's 
Laws are firſt put into the mind, and 
| G 3 written 
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written 14 the heart, upon which God 
promiſeth in the New Covenant 79 be 
our God, and that we ſhall be his Pegs 
ple, and that he will be merciful to our 
unrighteouſneſs, and our ſins and iniqui- 
ties to remember no more, Hebr.$3.10,12, 
and 10.16, 17, | 

And it is obſervable , that the quali- 
fication upon which God in the New Co- 
venant here mentioned, promifeth to be 
our God, and to forgive our fins, 1s not 
mentioned under the Name or Notion of 
Faith or Believing, but of having the 
Divine Laws put into the mind , and 
writren in the heart, Which would be 
ſomewhat ſtrange, if this writing the 
Law in the heart were no part of the 
Condition, without which God will 
not vouchſafe unto any man that great 
benefit of the Covenant, Juſtification, 

There 1s na doubt indeed, but that 
though Falth be not here mentioned, yet 
it is ſuppoſed and implyed, in as much 
as without it theLaw cannot be written in 
the heart in the ſenſe we ſpeak of it now. 

But then, when at other times Faith 
only is mentioned, as that which nw 
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- fies men for Juſtification, and as the 
Condition of the promiſe of Pardon 
and Salvation, yet then this writing of 
the Law in the heart is alſo to beunder- 
ſtood, For it is not to be imagined, 
that the putting of the Law into the 
mind, and writivg it in the heart, would 
be mentioned in a deſcription of the 
tenour of the New Covenant, as that 
qualification upon which God will be 
our God, take us for his people , and 
forgive our ſins, ( which imply Juſtifi- 
cation) if any Faith, or Faith in any 
reſpect ſhort of producing this effe&, 
would þe available and ſufficient unto 
Juſtification. 

Tr's true, the Scripture in ſome places 
tells us that Faith is imputed for Righ- 
reouſneſs, without telling us what, or 
what manner of Faith this is; But then 
in other places it is plainly deſcribed to 
us by the nature of its operation, as 
that it purifieth the heart, AQs 15. 9. 
worketh by love, Gal. 5.6. overcometh 
the world, 1 John 5. 4. and ſandifieth 
the whole man , Aﬀts 26.18. 7 
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We ſeethen, that the inſeparable ef. 
fe&s of Faith, as here the writing of the 
Law in the heart, are ſometimes menti- 
oned as thoſe things which qualifie us for 
' the bleſſing of the Covenant, and ſame- 
times Faith it ſelf only. Burt if we 
will take the whole teſtimony of the 
Scriptures together, we ſhall find that 
both are intended : And why then 
ſhould we contend, as ſome do, abour 
dividing theſe in qualifying us for Ju- 
ſtification, as parts of that Evangelical 
Righteoufnefs which will be imputed to 
us for Righteouſneſs ? 

After all this, let me tell you, Sir, That 
there is a ſenſe in which it is not diſagree- 
able. to the Scripture, to ſay that a man 
is juſtified by ſuch as of Evangelical 
Righteouſneſs or Obedience , as do nat 
rake place till long after he firſt believe 
and believes to Juſtification. And thus # 
braham's believing, mentioned Ger.1 5. 6. 
which was n9: until ſome years after be 
firſt believed, is ſaid to be imputed to 
him for Righteouſneſs. And many years af- 
rer that again he was juſtified by yieid- 
ing obedience to God's Command abour 
offer- 
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offering his Son, James 2. 21, And 
ſomewhat of like nature is alſo ſaid of No- 
ah, Heb,1t 1.7. compared with Ger.6.9,22. 

But theſe things are ſaid, I conceive, 
in reference to the continuance of their 
Juſtification, and not to their Juſtifica- 
tion at firſt. For as thoſe adqts of be- 
lieving, repenting , &c. which do firſt 
conſtitute a man a new Creature, are at 
firſt imputed to him for Righteouſneſs , 
ſo all afrer-ats of Evangelical Obedi- 
ence and of Faith it ſelf are ſtill impu- 
ted tohim for Righteouſneſs to the con- | 
tinuance of his Juſtification. To which. 
agrees that reading of Rewel, 22. I1. 
which runs thus, le# him that 7s righte- 
ous be juſtified ſtill;and the Righteouſneſs of 
God ts revealed from faith to faith, Rom. 
b. 05. 

But otherwiſe, if the righteous turneth 
away from his Righteouſneſs, and commit- 
teth zniquity, and doth according to all 
the abominatsons that the wicked man 
ath , all the Righteouſnefi which he hath 
aone ſhall not be mentioned : ln hu treſ- 
paſs which he hath treſpaſſed, and in his 
ſin that he hath ſinned, in them ſhall he 


ate, 


(104) 
die, Ezek. 13.24, Again, when I ſay 
to the righteous he ſhall ſurely live ; if 
he truſt to his own Righteouſneſs Ci.e; 
his former Righteouſneſs ) 47d commit 
iniquity , all his Righteouſneſs ſhall not be 
remembred, FEzek. 33. 13. Now the 
Juſt ſhall live by faith , but if he draw 
back, my ſoul ſhall have mo pleaſure in 
bim, Hebr. 10.38. If then you do bur 
conſider upon what terms men- are at 
firſt juſtified , and vpon what terms they 
eontinue to be fo afrerwards, you will 
eaſily perceive it to be a great and moſt 
important truth toſay, That we are ju- 


ſtified by believing and obeying the 
Goſpel. | 


Theſe things, Sir, which I have thus 
done by way of Eſſay, without regard 
to method, I ſubmit to your confidera- 
tion. I know right-well it's in vain, if 
T hada mind to it (which yet I am far 
from) to impoſe upon you , or to per- 
ſwade you to receive any thing for truth 
farther than it brings it's evidence to be 
ſo along with it, And it were to wiſhed 
that every one - were able to diſcern 

when 
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when it doth ſo: But that's a thing ra- 
ther to be deſired , than expe&ed in this 
our preſent ſtate in this World. But it's 
Argument enough to treat one another ſo 
almoſt as if we did, if we have not ap- 
parent reaſon to think we are Eut infin- 
_cere and diſſembling friends to Truth, 
and love it not for 1t ſelf, nor any fur- 
ther, than 1t will accommodate us in 
ſome ſecular or carnal reſpe& or other: 
and it is not eaſfie to determine when we 
have apparent reaſon ſo to think. And 
therefore I conclude it ſafeſt for our 
ſelves rather to err in treating one ano- 
ther in our differences better than we 
deſerve, than worſe, And fo to do is 
better for them alſo that differ from us, 
ſo far as they differ from Truth; yea , 
and better for the Truth it ſeIf too. For 
it isofcenſeen, that when a prejudice is 
taken up againſt the perſons of men, be 
the Cauſe never ſo juſt, the Truth it ſelf 
is the leſs eſteemed, if not ſhrewdly ſuſ- 
pe&Ged, becauſe held by them ; eſpecial- 
ly when its evidence is not written as 
with a Sun- beam. So that when we, by 
an undue behaviour in pleading the Cauſe 
0 


(106) | 
of Truth, draw upon our ſelves diſre- 
ſpe& from them whom we would draw. 
from Errour, weprevaricate in the mat- 
ter, and a croſs to our own deſign : A 
thing which ſome engaged 1 in Controver- 
fies have been to blame in. 

However, 1t will be our wiſdom in 
reading of Books of this nature to mind 
the Argument, and to take little notice of 
any unbecoming girds or refleCtions, 
unleſs it be to bewail them, and to endea- 
your to follow, as indeed there is need, 
that ſaying of our Saviour, let him that 
reaaeth underſtand, Mark 13.14. Thus 
defiring, that you andI, and all other 
Chriſtians, may ſpeak the truth in love, 
in love both ro it and men, and receive 
itinthe Joveof ir, that we may be bene- 
fitted by it, I take my leave, and remain 
as ever , 


Tour molt affeionately to ſerve 


April 22, you #1 all offices of Chriſtian 
1675» | EE 


love aid reſpefi, &c. 
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